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Unselfishness always has an attractive side to 
other people. Even those who are moved by greed 
appreciate this fact, and try to present themselves as 
lovers of their fellows instead.of mere lovers of ‘pelf. 
A tradesman ordinarily wants you to think that he 
is carrying on his business for your benefit, rather 
than from motives of gain. This idea is illustrated 
in a delicate and tactful manner in the sign over an 
expensively finished liquor saloon in one of our large 
cities: “ Ladies’ Thirst Parlor.” The rumseller seems 
to sink himself out of sight, in his generous desire 
to provide refreshment for thirsty ladies. What a 
philanthropist ! 


Thieves are said to think themselves honest so long 
as they have no chance to steal. But the principle 
involved in the saying is of wider application than 
to thieves. One reason why we do not seem to be 
such unqualified sinners as in sermons and prayers 
we profess to be, is that we are conscious of not doing 
many wicked things. We forget, however, that at 
such times we are under no special temptation to do 
them, and hence, like the honest thieves, we account 
ourselves righteous. But all the while we may be 





harboring an ill-will against some one, cherishing an 
evil desire, which for the time being is out of sight 
simply because we happen to be viewing ourselves as 
the non-doers of evil things which we are not tempted 
to do. It isaserious question how many of us be- 
long to the class of thieves who do not steal. 


Burdens we all must bear, but superfluity is a super- 
fluous burden from which we may rightly ask to be 
excused. We labor under a superfluity of “ meet- 
ings,” of addresses, speeches, sermons, anniversary 
exercises. The writer and the speaker are superfluous 
in words, as well as in articles and in addresses, It 
is not alone the physician and the nurse who are in 
danger of killing by the overdose. Says a French 
writer: “ We live in an age in which superfluous 
ideas abound and essential ideas are lacking.” The 
time is now near at hand when charity institutions 
and Sunday-schools and churches will be “ getting 
up” anniversaries and entertainments. Times of fes- 
tivity are, in more ways than one, testing times. While 
the chief burden of planning and executing falls on a 
few, this few are too busy to feel the burdef of super- 
fluity which will fall on the many,—especially the 
children. How would it do to plan an entertainment 


feature in regular Sunday-school lesson work, and 
was invented and first used by the author of these 
lessons.” It will now be in order for some enterpris- 
ing explorer to discover America for the first time. 
Meanwhile, as an aid to those teachers who have 
continued the use of this “new” method for many 
years, and as a help to those who would try the 
“old” method over again, special questions for 
answers in writing will be given by Professor 
Amos R. Wells in connection with his Question Hints, 
week by week, in these pages during the coming year, 





HAVING THE MIND AND SPIRIT OF 
- CHRIST. 


The duty of being like minded with Christ, and the 
danger of lacking a likeness in spirit to Christ, are 
both emphasized in the New Testament teachings, 
Paul says to believers: “ Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ ;” “ Have this mind in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus ;” “The God of patience and of com- 
fort grant you to be of the same mind one toward 
another according to Christ Jesus; ” and his unquali- 
fied declaration is, “If any man hath not the spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his.” Peter says: “ Christ 





which should have as one of its principal ends the 
demonstration that such things can be done without 
being overdone ? 


Writing as a means of learning is wellnigh as old 
astheraceof man. It wasin vogue long before paper 
or parchment was invented. Wax-covered tablets 
and tablets of clay were in use by school children in 
Babylon and in Egypt before the days of Moses or 
of Abraham, and there has never been a time since 
then when writing was not a prominent agency for 
the elementary instruction of children. In the Sun- 
day-school, as well as in the secular school, class 
slates have been a popular aid to teaching for several 
generations. When The Sunday School Times began 
the issue of its Scholars’ Quarterly, in 1876, one of 
the “special features” of this lesson-help was its 
“plans for writing.” With each lesson there were 
questions to be answered in writing by the scholar; 
and he was told that the writing out of the required 
answers would increase his interest in his study, 
would give him a clearer knowledge of his lesson, 
and would aid his memory of facts and truths, while 
it would help him to express his thoughts properly, 
and wou!d give him a’ permanent record of his gain 
in a series of lessons, for subsequent review. For a 
number of years a special list of questions, with 
blanks for their written answers, was issued in con- 
junction with the Scholars’ Quarterly ; and this line 
of work was pursued until a change in the business 
plans of The Sunday School Times led to an inter- 
ruption of the publishing of its Scholars’ Quarterly. 
Many teathers have, however, continued, in all these 
years, to request from their pupils written answers to 
previously specified questions, or to have their pupils 
follow their teachings, pencil in hand, for the jotting 
of brief answers to specific questions. In view of 
this fact, it is something amusing to note the claim 
made by the proprietor of the “ Blakeslee Graded 
Lessons,” that the use of pencil and paper in the 





Sunday-school class, in such ways as this, “ is a new 





also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
ye should follow his steps.” And John adds: 
“Hereby know we that we are in him; he that saith 
he abideth in him, ought himself also to walk, even 
as he walked.” With the supreme importance of 
having the mind and spirit of Christ so clearly 
brought before us, the question is a practical one for 
all, What is it to have the spirit of Christ, and to 
be like minded with him? 

The gospel story of Jesus shows him to have been 
an active worker for others. His mind and spirit 
did not center in self; but they centered in God, and 
went out toward all of God’s creatures in sympathy 
and love. Even from a child, as he grew in years 
and in wisdom he grew in favor with men, as well as 
with God. And when he entered upon his public 
ministry, he did not shut himself away from the 
world in order to promote his spiritual nature, but 
he walked among men as a man, “ eating and drink- 
ing” in social life as though he were one with his 
fellows in needs and sympathies, and he found and 
improved opportunities of serving others. He healed 
the sick, he gave sight to the blind and hearing to 
the deaf; he cleansed the lepers, he gave strength 
to the palsied, and he preached glad tidings to the poor. 
He walked up and down the land of his pilgrimage 
with weary feet, and he was hungry and cold and 
homeless in his effort to bless his fellow-men at any 
cost to himself. His life was peculiarly a life of toil 
and self-denial, and of untiring activity. Surely the 
spirit and the mind of Christ must show themselves 
in well doing for others, in a generous outlay of one’s 
| powers in deeds of beneficence. 
| But mere well-doing in behalf of others is not a 

sure sign of Christlikeness in mind and spirit. Jesus 
| himself says that in the day of final account some 
_who have been prominent workers in his cause will 
be disowned of him: “Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, 
and by thy name cast out devils, and by thy name 
| do many mighty works? And then will I profess 
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unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.” And Paul affirms as to the 
possible lack of one who does much in Christ’s name 
for his fellows: “ If I have all faith, so as to, remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And if 
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give 
my body to be burned, but have not love, it profiteth 
me nothing.” Hence it is evident that one may be 
a man of rare faith, of mighty power in Christian 
service, of exceptional generosity, and of the utmost 
spirit of self-denial, and yet not be possessed of the 
mind and spirit of Christ, and therefore be none of his. 

Right being is essential to right doing in the ser- 
vice of Christ, and only he who shares the mind and 
the spirit of Christ can speak or work for Christ with 
the approval] of Christ, or to his acceptance, But 
right being can be secured only by him who would 
imitate Christ in his doing for God and for man; and 
he who leaves out of sight and thought the doing of 
that which God would have him do, can never attain 
to that state of being which God would have him 
possess, 

He who would be right in order that he may do 
right must be dominated and swayed in all things 
by love. “God is love; and he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” “ He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” 
“ Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: love there- 
' fore isthe fulfilling of the law.” Ifa man have faith 
and knowledge and generosity and zeal and enthu- 
siasm and self-denial, and he works untiringly for 
God and for man with wonderful success, yet, if he 
be not under the power of love, of love for God and 
love for his fellows, in all his working, he has neither 
. the mind nor the spirit of Christ, and does not really 
speak or work like Christ. But if he is controlled by 
love, and works lovingly, he is so far like minded 
with Christ, having the spirit of Christ. ; 

It is not enough to love one’s work,nor yet to love 
those for whom one works; but one must love those 
who hinder him in his work, and who are haters of 
him for his very work’s sake. The duty to love one’s 
enemies is as positive as the duty of loving one’s 
brethren in Christ. It is not enough to love lost 
souls at home or abroad, and to be ready to labor 
and to die in efforts at their salvation ; but he who 
has the spirit of Christ will be tendef and loving in 
his judgments of those who have no interest in mis- 
sionary work in behalf of the godless at our doors, 
or of the heathen over the sea. Right being in order 
to right doing is attained to only in such love as 
Christ showed toward his enemies, as well as toward 
those who turned to him in trustful dependence. 
And the mind and spirit of Christ are exhibited in 
love that goes out toward all, even the uncharitable 
and the inactive. 

Without right being there is no assurance of right 
doing ; therefore it is necessary to seek right being in 
communion with God. But right being is impossible 
without a desire and a purpose of right doing ; there- 
fore right|being can be sought hopefully only in order 
to right doing. Communion with God is therefore to 
be desired as essential, and only as being essential, to 
one’s active service of God. The spirit and the mind 
of Christ show themselves in the disciple of Jesus who 
cultivates right being in order to right doing, and who 
evidences his right being in his right doing, and all 
in the power of love. 

Thus it is that you are to seek and to show the 
spirit and the mind of Christ : 


* Just to let him speak to thee 
Through his word, 
Watching, that his voice may be 
Clearly heard. 
Just to tell him everything 
As it rises, 
And at once to bring to him 
All surprises, 
Just to listen and to stay 
Where you cannot miss his voice,— 
This is all! and thus to-day 
Communing, you shall rejoice. 








“ Just to ask him what to do 
All the day, 
And to make you quick and true 
To obey. 
Just to know the needed grace 
He bestoweth, 
Every bar of time and place 
Overfloweth. 
Just to take thy orders straight 
From the Master’s own command ; 
Blessed day! when thus we wait 
Always at our Sovereign’s hand.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There are two ideas of religion current among men. 
One is that religion is wholly a matter of external ac-: 
tion, of good works for others; the other is that religion 
is wholly a matter of the inner life, of spirituality in 
thought and feeling. Neither one of these ideas is to be 
accepted as covering the whole truth; both of them are 
essential to personal religion; and he who thinks only 
of his own spiritual state, or he who thinks only of per-. 
sonal activity in behalf of others, is sure to fail of that 
symmetry and completeness of character which are pos- 
sible by a fitting combination of these two phases of 
religion co-working harmoniously. A recent lesson on 
the “ Imitation of Christ ” has brought into fresh promi- 
nence the old-time conflict between the two imperfect 
ideas of true religion. Dr. Geikie and Bishop Warren, 
in their lesson notes, took occasion to refer to the volume 
of Thomas & Kempis on “ The Imitation of Christ” as a 
one-sided book, and as not seeming to recognize the side 
of truth emphasized by the Apostle Paul in his words 
which were the basis of the lesson with the title “‘ Imita- 
tion of Christ.” These references have naturally dis- 
turbed some who have prized the great work of Thomas 
& Kempis, and protests against the supposed reflections 
on that work have been received from various quarters. 
Asa specimen of these protests, here is a letter from a 
Colorado correspondent : 

Many of your readers must have been disturbed by the allu- 
sions, in The Sunday School Times for November 19, to that 
deeply spiritual book, “‘ The Imitation of Christ.” Dr, Geikie 
calls its religion “ selfish,” and Dr. Warren slightingly refers 
to the piety of “ the cloister.” But do we not need devotional 
books? and may not a man write one without being obnoxious 
to the charge of a lack of active Christian service? Is Austin 
Phelps’s “ The Still Hour” a “ selfish ” book ? Was the Psalmist 
“selfish ” when he uttered the Twenty-third Psalm ? and Christ, 
when he withdrew into the mountain—his “ cloister ”—to com- 
mune with God? John on Patmos was not “doing.” Was he 
therefore ‘selfish’? It is true that Christ “ went about doing 
good,” but he exalted the inner life above the outer, and here 
“The Imitation’’ imitates him. I would like to see an edito- 
rial from you on “ Being in Order to Doing.” Dr. Dwight of 
Yale, in his inaugural, declared that “ man is intrinsically of 
more worth than any of the uses to which he can be put.” 
Practical righteousness is good, but can its value be exalted by 
decrying books which foster personal piety? Dr. Woolsey once 
preached a memorable sermon to prove that what the present 
age needs religiously is “a meditative spirit.” Dr. Bushnell 
said that “ too much of our modern piety is below our elbows,” 
What does the Church lack to-day, spirituality or activity ? 


Neither Bishop Warren nor Dr, Geikie deniéd the 
value of the writings of Thomas 4 Kempis; but they 
rightly suggested that a life devoted to the cultivation 
of personal spirituality is a selfish life, and is not a life 
in imitation of Christ. That the work of Thomas a 
Kempis has been the means of soul-quickening and of 
heart-arousing is a fact beyond question. Cannon Liddon 
speaks of that work as one “ which more than any other 
has caught the spirit of the evangelists,” and “touched 
the heart of the world.” Dr. Johnson said that it was 
reported “to have been printed, in one language or 
another, as many times as there have been months since 
it first came out;” and De Quincey, referring to this 
fact, says that, except the Bible, “no book known to 
man has had the same distinction.” ‘But that work had 
a misleading title, as had also the Bible lesson above 
referred to. Neither of them rightly represents the “ imi- 
tation of Christ,” The example of our Lord includes 
them both,and more. Does the Colorado correspondent 
think that a life of spiritual contemplation in a cloister, 
for the purpose of promoting one’s personal holiness, is 
not selfish? The Twenty-third Psalm is no mere medi- 
tative reflection. There is a ring of the soldier’s voice 
in it. The man whose vigor is restored in the green 
pastures is enabled to be “in the presence of his ene- 
mies” rejoicingly. Our Lord gave his nights to prayer 
and spirjtual communion with God, in order that he 
might “go about doing good” in the day-time. The 








did not seek seclusion in Patmos for his own benefit. 
He went there under pressure, and while there even his 
very visions were made helpful to others. Dr. Phelps’s 
“Still Hour” has its value in humiliating those who 
think there is merit in their prayers; butit is not a book 
to give to those who are distrustful of themselves as un- 
worthy of a hearing before God. It has discouraged 
prayer in many a heavy heart. ‘‘ What does the church 
lack to-day, spirituality or activity?” The church can- 
not run on either one of these without the other. 
There is no true spirituality withoutactivity. There is no 
right activity without spirituality. Spirituality is not to 
be secured by seeking it for one’s self alone, but it is to 
be sought in order to its use for others, The Christian 
warrior can indeed rest between battles, and even turn 
aside for the sharpening of his weapons or the securing 
of added ammunition; but he must not stop by the 
grindstone or dally in the magazine when the new day calls 
for the new day’s fight in the battle to which the Captain 
of his salvation and the Saviour of the world calls him. 
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LITTLE KINDNESSES. 
BY SUSAN COOLIDGE, 


If you were toiling up a weary hill 

Bearing a load beyond your strength to bear, 
Straining each nerve untiringly, and still 

Stumbling and losing foothold here and there, 
And each one passing by would do so much 

As give one upward lift and go their way, 
Would not the slight reiterated .touch 

Of help and kindness lighten all the day ? 


If you were breasting a keen wind, which tossed 

And buffeted and chilled you as you strove, 
Till, baffled and bewildered quite, you lost 

The power to see the way, and aim and move, 
And one, if only for a moment’s space, 

Gave you a shelter from the bitter blast, 
Would you not find it easier to face 

The storm again when the brief rest was past ? 


There is no little and there is no much; 
We weigh and measure and define in vain. 
A look, a word, a light responsive touch 
Can be the ministers of joy to pain. 
A man can die of hunger walled in gold, 
A crumb may quicken hope to stronger breath, 
And every day we give-or:we withhold - 
Some little thing which tells for life or death, 
Newport, R. I. 





SKETCHES OF LIFE FROM EGYPTIAN 
PAPYRI. 


BY PROFESSOR J. P. MAHAFFY, D.D. 


As is well known, papyrus literature has been enor- 
mously increased by the discoveries of recent years. The 
principal museums of Europe abound in collections of 
these curious papers, which the British Museum only 
has yet had the enterprise to publish in facsimile. This 
—by no means the largest—collection has already pro- 
duced three special volumes of classical texts; and the 
remainder now appears in a magnificent folio of a hun- 
dred and fifty plates, with the transcription in a separate 
book. There are also several private collections, of 
which that of Mr. Petrie, discovered by himself in 1890, 
stands first. I have had the privilege of publishing 
the Greek part of this collection under the auspices of 
the Royal Irish Academy. A large part of all these cel- 
lections is written in Demotic, the language and writing 
native to Egypt from the fourth century B. C. downward; 
and with this, so difficult to read and interpret, I am not 
now concerned. 

It is only my intention to cull from the British Museum 
and Petrie collections, which are under my hands, some 
curious traits of life and character in the Egypt of later 
days; but, as everybody knows, the Egypt of later days 
is old enough to satisfy most people’s appetite for an- 
tiquity. Of course, Greek was not spoken or written 
familiarly through the country til] after Alexander’s 
conquest, and Ptolemy’s establishment of himself (about 
320 B.C.). But from that time down to the Arab con- 
quest, and even later, the country was bi-lingual. In ° 
the Petrie papyri, for example, a chance collection of 
waste papers, Demotic and Greek are about equally 
represented ; and almost al] these papers come from the 
third century B.C. The oldest of the British Museum 
papyri that are dated come from the middle of the 
second century B.C.; and it is from these that I shall 
select my first topic. 

We have here a whole string of complaints and petitions 
from a certain Ptolemy, son of Glaucias, a Macedonian, 
relating, not only to his own griefs, but to the troubles 





Apostle of Love was also a “son of thunder,” and he 


of a twin pair of priestesses or acolytes, whose allow- 
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ances, to be paid in bread and in oil, were in arrears, and, 
as he roundly asserts, had been embezzled by the priests 
of the temple where they served. 

We need not go into the details of these quarrels, 
which are about very small matters, and yet occupy a 
host of officials, disclosing to us an amount of “red 
tape ” not to be exceeded in any modern administration 
of affairs. The curious feature to us is, that this Ptolemy 
was a recluse or monk in the temple of Sarapis at Mem- 
phis, bound by his vows not to leave its precincts, Un- 
fortunately he does not tell us one word concerning his 
religious duties or vows, beyond the fact that he had 
come there voluntarily, had been already there fifteen 
years, and still retained his property, which he managed 
through the agency of a younger brother. The twins 
whose case he advocates were Egyptians; he was a 
foreigner, a Macedonian, secluded in a temple of Egyp- 
tian gods,—though Sarapis may, perhaps, be considered 
a hybrid deity. 

We also know, from a parallel case, which I shall now 
cite from the same collection, that, as these vows were 
voluntary, so they were also terminable. We haye two 
letters (one preserved in the Vatican) addressed to a cer- 
tain Hephestion by his immediate relatives, concerning 
his sudden disappearance from his wife (or sister) and 
his child, who could not discover his whereabouts till 
news came to them that he had taken refuge as a recluse 
in the very same Serapeum we have already mentioned. 
The letter of the lady, though full of anger and dis- 
appointment, is couched in the kindest language. In- 
deed, all the letters extant in the Greek papyri are 
remarkable for their uniform politeness. The Vatican 
letter, from the brother-in-law, is more outspoken, and 
worth quoting here: 

“Dionysius to his brother Hephgstion, greeting: If 
you are well, and things are otherwise satisfactory, then 
you are asI wish you. I too am well, and Eudemonis 
and her children, and Isias and your child, and so are 
all the household. Having received your letter, in 
which you explain that, having escaped from great 
dangers, you are now in retreat, I thanked the gods for 
your safety, but wished that you had come back to the 
city, as Konon did, and all the other men who were 
caught [or arrested], in order that Isias, having saved 
your child from the extremest danger, and having un- 
dergone all manner of hardships, now at least might 
again see you, and obtain some relief; for you ought 
not to stay away because you are poor, until you can 
procure and bring with you some means, But every 
man is anxious; when he escapes from danger, forth- 
with to return and embrace his wife and children and 
friends. You will do well, then, if not absolutely pre- 
vented, to endeavor at once to return, and take care of 
your health. Good-by. Year 9, Epeiph 30.” 

We feel ourselves, not in heathen, but in Christian, 
Egypt, when we read these documents; and yet there is 
no doubt whatever that they date a century and a half 
before the birth of Christ. It was common enough, in 
the early ages of Christianity, and in the middle ages, 
when the world was decayed and depraved, for men to fly 
from their homes, their families, and their duties, as we 
should understand them, to save their souls from judg- 
ment to come, in fierce asceticism amid the rocks and 
caves of the desert; and in no part of the Christian world 
was this anchorite spirit stronger than in Egypt. The 
Nitrian desert was the earliest great home of monas- 
ticism. But now only do we learn that this spirit had 
its origin, not only in the preaching of early Christians, 
who inveighed against the world and its temptations, 
but in the heathen habits of the Egyptians and the 
Greeks who occupied the land for centuries before. It is 
but another instance of the general law that apparent 
novelties, starting up suddenly in human societies, have 
their causes, long latent in the habits of the people. 

The case of the recluse Ptolemy showed us that his 
devotion to the god Sarapis did not exclude an eager con- 
cern about the safety of his property and the welfare of 
his family and his friends. We can show that this com- 
bination also lasted into Christian times, and that Chris- 
tian monks in Egypt were very careful concerning their 
worldly interests. Many contracts for the sale of cells, 
or lands about monasteries, show this feature, and the 
luxury of conditions, saving clauses, synonyms, prove 
that the lawyers of that day were accustomed to disputes, 
chicaneries, evasions, and sought to guard against them 
by precautions as pompous and as tedious as those which 
Rabelais scourged in his immortal satire, or Dickens in 
his popular novels. -I will select one striking instance 
of this growth of formulas and precautions, this, too, 
elucidated by the new documents which have been re 
cently given to the world. 


No portion of the Petrie papyri excited more interest 
than the series of wills, which I deciphered and pub- 
lished in my first volume on the subject. The phrase 
which disclosed to me their meaning after much conjec- 
ture, was “of sound mind and good understanding,” 
applied in each case to the testator. Every one of these 
wills runs in the following form: After the full and ex: 
plicit recital of the date and place, A. B., son of X., 
of such a country and rank, of such an appearance (tall, 
short, bald, scarred, etc.), being of sound mind and good 
understanding, made the following testament: ‘‘ May it 
be miy good fortune to live on and manage mine own 
affairs; but should any accident of human life befall me, 
I bequeath, etc., and nothing to anybody else. And I 
choose as my executors the king and queen, and their 
heirs [or some private person].” Then follow imme- 
diately the names and descriptions of the witnesses. 
There is not an unnecessary word, not even a religious 
reflection, not an imprecation against those who may 
annul the testator’s wishes. The many bureaus and 
clerks who already made legal business so cumbrous 
seem not yet to have invaded this department; and with 
all their red tape we seem still far from the condition of 
modern men, who are always told that nothing is so un- 
safe as for a man to make his own will. 

But now let us come down to the will of a Christian 
bishop, published in facsimile in the recent volume of 
the British Museum. It is the testament of Abraham, 
bishop of Hermonthis, and head of the monastery dedi- 
cated to the saint and martyr Phebammon, near Thebes, 
The testator did not knowGreek, but dictated it in Coptic 
from which it was translated. The date (eighth century) 
and a few words are missing at the commencement. 
“. .. death being [the sureend 7] to all, and failing in the 
condition of my body, lest I may suddenly and unexpect- 
edly leave this life, since the future is uncertain, for which 
reasons I have determined on this written irrevocable last 
will, secured according to the law, openly produced and 
published. In the which I declare that of mineown accord 
and persuasion, apart from all wile, intimidation, violence, 
deceit, from any constraint or legal exception, or distraint 
or other device, without any doubt or ill-will, but of 
mine own choice and spontaneous intention and volun- 
tary desire, in my sound mind, firm faith, complete mas- 
tery, and full liberty of action,—I bequeath to you, 


was not a familiar language, and the proof-reading was 
badly done, were imported into England in great num- 
bers, They became very popular because they were very 
cheap, very neat-looking, and very compact, so that they 
could be carried at the girdle in an age when pockets 
were still in the rudimentary stage. We find Selden in 
the Westminster Assembly disputing the accuracy of 
quotations made from these little Bibles which his oppo- 
nents carried at their belts. 

Tradition of rather a vague kind tells of an English 
Bible printed secretly in Boston in 1752, at the press of 
Kneeland and Green, and with a London imprint to 
conceal its real origin. But no copy of such a Bible has 
ever rewarded the search of our Bibliomaniacs, although 
it is asserted that between seven hundred and eight bun- 
dred were printed. Until acopy is found and identified, 
this Kneeland and Green Bible must be treated as a myth, 

As the prohibition applied only to the English Bible, 
the book was printed in John Eliot’s Indian version at 
Cambridge in 1664, and in Luther’s German version by 
the elder Christopher Saur in 1743, at Germantown, now 
a part of the city of Philadelphia. The number of 
German Bibles of that date with Saur’s imprint might 
seem to put this fact beyond doubt. But some hyper- 
critics have suggested that Saur merely imported the 
sheets from Germany, possibly from the Orphan House 
printing-office at Halle, and prefixed a titlepage of his 
own. To this it may be answered that Saur’s edition 
corresponds to none of the German editions of that time, 
that the type used is that found in his other German 
publications, and that the prospectus printed in his 
weekly religious journal shows that the work was done 
throughout in Germantown. Nor was Christopher Saur 
the man to play any trick upon his public. He was a 
pious mystic, of intense religious fervor, and he had 
shown his conscientiousness as a printer by surrendering 
the patronage of the Ephrata community, rather than 
print what he thought a blasphemous utterance of its 
founder, Conrad Beissel. 

It was not until near the close of the War of Inde- 
pendence, and as a declaration of the liberation of the 
colonial press from the monopoly of the King’s Printers, 
that an English Bible was printed. In 1782, James 
Aitken, a Scotchman by birth, and a printer doing busi- 
ness “at the Pope’s Head, three doors above the Coffee 





persuaded in full conviction, living, of sound mind and 
good understanding, being strong of intellect, and able 
to reason with full accuracy, walking upon the earth, and 
appearing at the market-place, where we dictated this 
last testament in the Egyptian tongue, but ordered it to 
be written out in Greek, worded according to the just and 
pious laws. May it be my lot to live and have good 
health, and enjoy all my moderate means! But if, what 
I deprecate, I may suffer something human and end 
this life, I desire and direct that, after my departure, 
you, the aforenamed Victor, my most devoted elder 
and disciple, shall enter upon the heritage of all that 
is left of my modest property, and shall be my heir in 
things movable, immovable, and self-moving, of every 
kind and species, quantity or quality, in gold, silver, 
vestments, bronze, clothes, books, lands, both arable 
and with buildings.” 

Shall I goon? The document winds its way through 
this interminable phraseology for a couple of pages 
more, and the text would make a separate article. It 
will at best be a model for American citizens to avoid. 
For can anything be more idle than to shackle dis- 
honesty by saving clauses, or to imagine that evasion 
of words is more difficult or more dreadful to any mis- 
creant than evasion of duties? “In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not folly.” And it would doubt- 
less be far easier to find a loophole in this exuberance 
of verbosity than in the direct simplicity of the Ptole- 
maic wills. Yet the conviction that men can bind others 
by cunningly devised and exhaustive phrases, seems 
ineradicable from the human race. 


Trinity College, Dublin. 





THE AITKEN BIBLE. 
BY PROFESSOR ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, 8.T.D. 
In colonial times the printing of the English Bible 


in the colonies was not permitted. The King’s Printers 
possessed a monopoly of the Authorized Version, that 





resembled the perpetual copyright which exists ‘in 
| China. The justification for this was the plea that 
|if the book were left at the disposal of every kind 
|of printer, it would be issued in editions whose inac- 
|curacy would amount to blasphemy. But the conse- 
| quence in the seventeenth century was that foreign 


editions printed in Dutch printing-offices, where English 


House, in Market Street,” issued proposals for such an 
edition, Already, in 1777, Dr. Allison, the pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, had memorialized the Conti- 
nental Congress to take steps for a supply of Bibles. A 
committee had been appointed to confer with the print- 
ers of the city, with the view of having an edition of 
thirty thousand copies printed. But the lack of paper 
and of type prevented the undertaking, and the com- 
mittee reported a recommendation to import twenty 
thousand copies from Holland, Scotland, and elsewhere, 
This also was found impracticable, from the interruption 
of commerce by the war, and probably also by the un- 
stable condition of the public credit. 

No doubt Mr. Aitken’s undertaking was the outcome 
of the agitation of the question in the Continenta) Con-— 
gress. He certainly memorialized that body for their 
support in it, with the following result: 


By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS assembled ; 
September 12th, 1782. 


The Committee to whom was referred a Memorial of Robert 
Aitken, Printer, dated 21st January, 1781, respecting an edition 
of the Holy Scriptures, report: That Mr. Aitken has, at a great 
expense, now finished an American edition of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in English; that the Committee have from time to time 
attended to his progress in the work; that they also recom- 
mended it to the two chaplains of Congress to examine and 
give their opinion of the execution, who have accordingly 
reported thereon, the recommendation and report being as 
follows : 

Philadelphia, 1st September, 1782. 

REVEREND GENTLEMEN,—Our knowledge of your piety and public 
spirit leads us without apology to recommend to your particular 
attention the edition of the Holy Scriptures publishing by Mr. 
Aitken. He undertook this expensive work at atime when from 
the circumstances of the war, an English edition of the Bible 
could not be imported, nor any opinion formed how long the ob- 
struction might continue. On this account particularly he deserves 
applause and encouragement. We therefore wish you, Reverend 
Gentlemen, to examine the execution of the work, and if approved, 
to give it the sanction of your judgment, and the weight of your 
recommendation. We are, with very great respect, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 
(Signed) JaMES DUANE, Chairman in behalf of a Committee 
of Congress on Mr. Aitken’s Memorial. 
Reverend Doctor WHITE and Rev. Mr. DuFFIELD, 
Chuplains of the United States in Congress assembled, 


REPORT. 


GENTLEMEN,—Agreeably to your desire we have paid atten- 
tion to Mr. Aitken’s impression of the Holy Seriptures of the 





Old and New Testaments. Having selected and examined a 
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variety of passages throughout the work, we are of opinion that 
it is executed with great accuracy as to the sense, and with as 
few grammatical and typographical errors as could have been 
expected in an undertaking of such magnitude. Being our- 
selves witnesses of the demand for this invaluable work, we 
rejoice in the present prospect of a supply ; hoping that it will 
prove as advantageous as it is honorable tothe gentleman who 
has exerted himself to furnish it, at the evident risque of pri- 
vate fortune. We are, gentlemen, your very respectful and 
humble servants, 
(Signed) WILLIAM WHITE. 

GEORGE DUFFIELD, 

Philadelphia, September 10th, 1782. 

Honorable James DUANE, Esq., Chairman, and the other 

Honorable Gentlemen of the Committee of Con- 

gress on Mr, Aitken’s Memorial. 
Whereupon, 
RESOLVED, 

That the United States in Congress assembled, highly 
approve the pious and laudable undertaking of Mr. Aitken, as 
subservient to the interest of religion, as well as an instance of 
the progress of arts in this country, and being satisfied from 
the above report, of his care and accuracy in the execution of 
the work, they recommend this edition of the Bible to the in- 
habitants of the United States, and hereby authorize him to 
publish this recommendation in the manner he shall think 
i CHA, THOMEON, Sceretary. 

The Aitken Bible is not a specially beautiful piece of 
work, It is printed on dingy paper, with brevier type, 
and in small duodecimo form, As a piece of book-mak- 
ing it is far inferior to either the Eliot or the Saur Bible, 
Bot its rarity, and the high interest which attaches to it 
as the first English Bible printed in America, have im- 
parted to it a factitious value. There are but a score of 
known copies of it,—fewer than of the Mazarin Latin 
Bible of the fifteenth century, which is supposed to have 
been the first book printed with movable type. Some 
years ago a copy which had been in the library of Mr. 
Simon Gratz was sold in Philadelphia for over $650, and 
was secured by the Library of Congress. It was not origi- 
nally a perfect copy, but had been completed, possibly 
from other imperfect copies. One unvarying result of 
this high price is the existence of spurious copies. Old 
fonts of type are still to be had, and a quantity of old 
paper dating back to the first years of the century was 
found in the neglected corner of an attic in Letitia 
Street, next door to what was called the Penn Mansion. 
By this means, and with ink treated with sepia to make 
it appear faded, a duplicate of the Aitken titlepage and 
the introductory matter, which includes the action of the 
Continental Congress, has been produced, This is bound 
up with an early Bible Society edition, and passed off as 
an Aitken Bible. The fraud is detected by the presence 
of paging. There is no numbering of the pages in the 
Aitken Bible, while those of the Bible Society are num- 
bered. 

I have seen a copy of the Aitken Bible, in possession 
of Mr. John Joseph McVey of this city, which he found 
im a Lancaster farmhouse. It is unique in its perfec- 
tion, having the original leather binding, and all the 
introductory matter, which is wanting in many of the 

other copies. In many respects it is an interesting 
monument of the importance attached to the Bible by 
the founders of the American republic, 


Philadelphia, 





THE TEACHER A PERPETUAL 
COUNSELOR. 


expected something more from me than the usual kindly 
inquiries about his worldly prospects,—hence his dis- 
appointment. , 

This thought haunted me, and, finally, not without a 
vague misgiving as to how it would be received, I wrote 
him a long letter, telling him what I thought would be 
his special temptation, reminding him that he must look 
to and ask for higher aid to keep him. from falling into 
the many temptations he would meet with, and telling 
him how sorry I was that I had not had an spvernnny 
of saying all this to him before his leaving. 

This was the first break in my class, and my heart onnk 
within me as week after week went by and I received no 
answer. I could only pray and wait. One day it came, 
and tears of joy filled my eyes as I read: “I have 
written many letters since I got yours, but they did 
not require the same depth of thought or frame of 
mind that was requisite in answering your welcome 
letter; for I could not write a common-place, every-day 
kind of answer to you.” 

Ah! fellow-teachers, can you not sympathize with me 
here? Was it not better to have him think for weeks 
over my letter than answer it immediately, and then 
forget all about it? 

And now, while we are on the subject of answering, 
let me impress upon you that there are some scholars 
who will never answer your letters. But that is no rea- 
son why you should conclude that yours are not wel- 
come, and cease writing. Of course, there is always an 
awkwardness in a one-sided correspondence; but I have 
found that a very easy way to remedy this is to write a 
letter that does not require an answer; for example, with 
a brief introduction, such as “I was thinking of you 
when preparing this lesson,” give him a brief explana- 
tion of it, concluding with a sincere expression of in- 
terest in his spiritual and temporal welfare. In this 
way, knowing your scholars’ special weaknesses and 
temptations as you do, a door of influence is open to 
you as to no one else outside of the home circle,—a door 
which neither time nor distance need ever close. Beware 
how you shut it! 

Chatham, Ont. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


THE JOURNEY OF A BUNDLE OF PAPERS. 
BY 8, JENNIE SMITH, 


Madge and Kitty sat beside a table on which were 
spread several illustrated weekly papers. It was a rainy 
Saturday, and they had not been allowed to go out; so 
they were looking over these, laying aside what they 
had read, and finishing the stories in others, First 
Madge read aloud, then Kitty took her turn, and in that 
way they managed to spend a very pleasant and profita- 
ble morning indoors. Suddenly Kitty looked up and 
exclaimed : 

“Why, there comes Caroline!” 

“Sure enough,” said Madge. “She'll help us read,” 

Caroline was a girl who lived next door, and, as she 





the papers, and read when her turn came, But she 





BY L. SANDYS. 


Teachers, strive to retain your influence over your 
Sunday-school scholars after they leave your classes. 
Do not think that, because for one reason or another 
they cease attending, they have become indifferent to 
your influence for good over them, or to the study of 
God’s word, but be to them always their Sunday-school 


teacher. 


My heart aches for the boy whose teacher says indif- 
ferently, ‘“‘ Oh, I have lost all trace of him since he left 


my class!” 


Scholars look for religious counsel from their teachers, 
and I recall an incident which opened my eyes to this 
fact. One evening one of my boys came to say géodby 
to me, as he had accepted a position in a distant city. 
The room was filled with callers, s0, though I had a nice 
little chat with him about his prospects, nothing was 
said on religious subjects. After his departure, I was 
told that he had said to a mutual friend that he had 
been disappointed in his visit, as, there being so many 
present, he had not been able to have a word with me. 
Well, I was surprised, for I had devoted myself to him 
during his visit, and could not conceive what he meant, 


than labor. During a pause in the reading she asked: 
* Where do you get all of these?” 


for; then Aunt Kate sends us papers very often.” 


them to Mrs. Briggs, our washerwoman,” 
* Does she like them?” 


thoughtfully. 


for reading.” 


for politeness’ sake,—don’t you think so, Caroline?” 
“ Certainly she would,” 


her any more,” suggested Kitty. 
would be real fun to cut out the pictures and save them. 


until the conviction forced itself upon me that he had |: 


had no sister to play with, she spent a great deal of her 
time in the society of Madge and Kitty. As soon as she 
appeared, she was set to work; that is, she helped sort 


joined in heartily, for she thought it was more like sport 


“Some from Sunday-school, and some we subscribe 


“ Yes, you get a great many. I have a few, of course; 
but you have much more. What do you do with them?” 
“‘ After we have finished them, we lay them aside until 
we have a little bundle, and we used to give them to 
Jenny Dunn; but she moved away last week, so we gave 


“Ob! I—don’t—know,” answered Madge slowly and 
“I have sometimes thought they were 
wasted on her; for washerwomen don’t have much time 


“ And they can’t have much taste, either,” added Kitty. 
“Of course,” continued Madge, “she thanked us very 
heartily, as if she did care for them; but she’d do that 


“Then suppose we don’t bother about giving them to 
“ T’ve often thought it 


“ All right! let’s do it now!” cried Madge. 
are the scissors? ”’ 

“We'll all want a pair,” said Caroline, “so I'll run 
into the house and get mine. Don’t cut until I get 
back, girls.” 

“ All right,” 

In a few moments the three of them were bending 
thoughtfully over the papers, and each held a pair of 
scissors ready to cut out the pictures that were voted 
good enough to keep. ‘Caroline was enjoying herself 
very much, but somehow Madge and Kitty felt slightly 
uneasy when they at last made a decision about the one 
that was to come out first. They knew that their mother 
approved of the plan of giving the papers to poor per- 
sone who had none of their own; she was trying to teach 
her little girls how blessed it was to be unselfish, and 
they felt that she would hardly like what they were do- 
ing. To be sure, the papers belonged to Madge and 
Kitty, and they could dispose of them as they pleased; 
but they were always happier when they could win their 
mother’s approval. However, they consoled themselves 
with the thought that such reading was of no use to 
Mrs. Briggs, and they were just about to cut into one of 
the papers, when a voice called out from the next room: 
“It is clearing off, children, and I want you to go to 
the store for sugar and butter.” 

“Yes, ma’am,” answered Madge. Then to the others 
she said, good-naturedly, “ Well, that stops our cutting 
out for to-day. By the time we come ‘back dinner will 
be ready, and then we shall be busy getting ready for- 
Sunday.” 

** It’s too bad,” said Caroline. 

“Oh! I don’t care,” remarked Kitty; “any time will 
do for cutting out pictures, and I’m glad it’s clearing 
off, for mama needs that sugar and butter.” 

So the papers were laid away carefully on a shelf in the 
closet, and the three little girls started on their errand. 
The next morning, in Sunday-school, when the regular 
weekly papers were being distributed, Miss Bartlett 
asked her scholars if they ever had any other papers’ 
at home besides the ones that they received there. 

The ladies of the church were anxious to know if the 
parents of the children had the benefit of religious 
reading, and each teacher was requested to find out 
from her scholars... 

Madge and Kitty were in Miss Bartlett’s class, and 
they mentioned that they had a great many, and told 
the names of some of the illustrated papers that came 
to their home. 

“We don’t take any ourselves,” answered one child, 
who was not very well dressed; “but last week some 
one gave Mrs, Briggs that lives by us a lot of awful nice 
ones, and when she read them she lent them to Mrs, 
Barker, and Mrs. Barker got through with them and 
sent them to us, and when we read ’em, Mrs. Crague is 
to have them, and after that Mrs, Briggs she’s going to 
put ’em in the hospital box for the sick people to read; 
and she says we must be careful of ’em, for they mustn’t 
be worn out for the sick folks, Mrs. Briggs, she says 
she thinks she’ll git a good many more of them papers, 
and we're real glad, for we like to look at the pictures 
and read the nice stories. This Sunday-school paper we 
always git all read up Sunday afternoon.” 

“T am pleased to hear. that somebody gives good read- 
ing to Mrs. Briggs,” remarked Miss Bartlett, “ for she is 
an intelligent woman, and is fond of such things, but 
she is not able to buy them for herself. When her hus- 
band was alive she had an easier time, but she still has 
good taste though she does go out washing.” 

Madge and Kitty had listened in surprise to the story 
told about their own papers. They looked at each other 
now, and their eyes said a great deal that nobody could 
read but themselves, Kitty looked a question at her 
sister, and was answered by a decided shake of the head. 
“It would seem so much like bragging to tell we did it,” 
thought Madge, and she sent a warning glance at im- 
pulsive little Kitty. 

On the way out of Sunday-school the girls were joined 
by Caroline, and they had a long talk with her as they 
walked down the road. 

“ My! wasn’t it good that your mother sent us to the 
store that time?” whispered Caroline, 

“Yes,” said Madge; “but who would have supposed 
that our papers took such a journey as that? And the 
idea of making up our minds that Mrs. Briggs didn’t 
like to read! Mama always says ‘ Don’t jump at conclu- 
sions,’ Why, I wouldn’t keep those papers now for any- 
thing!” 

.“‘ No, indeed,” added Kitty, as she carefully folded the 
one that she had just received. 


“ Where 








We can throw away the parts we don’t want.” 
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LESSON HELPS. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1893: 























1. October 1.—The Power of the Gospel.............--cesseemes sevens Rom. 1 : 8-17 
2. October 8.—Redemption in Christ. Rom. 3 : 19-26 
% October 15.—Justification by Fait....................-.cssessseeees Rom. 5: 1-11 
4. October 22.—Christian Living. ..........ccccccreeeees eee .... om, 12 : 1-15 
5. October 29.—Abstinence for the Sake of Others................. 1 Cor, 8: 1-13 
6. November 5.—The Resurrection 1 Cor, 15 : 12-26 
7. November 12.—The Grace of Liberality......... ......--sssessesees 2 Cor. 8 : 1-12 
8. November 19.—Imitation of Christ. Eph, 4 : 20-32 
9. November 26.—The Christian Home S Col. 3 : 12-3 
10. December 3.—Grateful Obedience...............0. eceseeeeeerenennen Jas, 1 : 16-27 
1L. December 10.—Tbe Heavenly Inheritance. ...................++ 1 Peter 1: 1-12 
12. December 17.—The Glorified Saviour. Rev, 1 + 9-20 
"13. December 24.—The Birth of Jesus.................. Matt, 2: 1-11 


14, December 31.—Review. 





OUTLINE INDUCTIVE STUDIES. 
Prepared by 
Tur AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE. 


STUDY XXV.—THEGENERAL EPISTLES OF JAMES, 
PETER, JOHN, AND JUDE. 
I. ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL. 

James. 1. The value and meaning of trial to the Christian 
(1: 1-18). 2.*Main exhortations: (1.) Faith must be mani- 
fested by life (1: 19 to 2: 26); (2.) The danger of selfishness 
in ambition for position in the Christian community (3: 1-18) ; 
(3.) The source of selfishness in worldliness and neglect of 
God (4: 1-12); (4.) The danger from selfishness to the rich 
(4:13 to 5:6). 3. Final exhortation (5 : 7-20). 

1 Peter. 1, Introduction (1: 1-12). 2. First series of ex- 
hortations: Walk in the fear of God, love the brethren, grow 
into salvation (1 : 13 to 2: 10). 3. Second series: Live 
blamelessly toward rulers (2 : 11-17), masters (2 : 18-25), 
husbands and wives (3: 1-7). Thus suffering will be blessed 
(3: 8 to.4: 6). 4. Third series: How life and suffering 
should be borne in the light of the fact that the coming of 
Christ is near (4: 7-19). 5. Particular counsels to church 
officers and members (chap. 5). 

2 Peter. 1. Introduction. This letter written to put them 
in mind of their responsibility in the Christian life. This 
the author is fitted to do because an eye-witness of Christ’s life 
(chap.1). 2. The danger which the future has for the church 
(chap. 2). 3. The apparent delay of the coming of Christ 
does not justify selfish carelessness (3: 1-13). 4. Conclusion 
(3: 14-18). 

1 John. Theme: Eternal life manifested in the word (1:1-4). 
1, Walking in the light and evidence of the possession of life. 
How it shows itself (1) toward God (1:6 to 2:2); (2) fowards 
the brethren (2: 3-14); (3) towards the world (2: 15-29). 
2. Sonship of God the result of the possession of eternal life. 
(1.) Its evidence seen in action towards God (3: 1-10) and 
towards the brethren (3: 11-18). (2.) Recapitulation (3 : 
19-24). (3.) Source of sonship the reception of the spirit of 
God (4: 1-18). 3. Final illustrations: (1.) Relation of faith 
and love (4:19 to5:5); (2.) Assurance in the word (5: 
6-12). 4. Conclusion. Results of the possession of eternal 
life (5 ; 13-21). 

2 John. Theme: Warning to a church, under figure of a 
matron, against receiving erring teachers, and a promise to 
visit them soon. 

3 John. Theme: Thanks to a Christian brother, Gaius, 
for hospitality to Christian evangelists, and a promise to visit 
him soon. 

Jude. Theme: Warnings against teachers of errors in the 
church, closing with a commendation to the keeping power 
of God. 


II. Mastery oF MATERIAL. 

1, These Epistles are so short that each one can easily be 
read at a sitting. Do not be satisfied with less. 2. Aim to 
understand the main purpose of each Epistle, and the rela- 
tion of its parts to each other. 


III. Torics ror Srupy. 


1, James. (1.) For the author, see Acts 12:17; 15: 13; 
21:18; Galatians1:19; 2:9. (2.) Consider how this letter, 
with its emphasis on “ doing,” reflects the Christian Jew and 
strict observer of the law. “Judaism is not a system of phi- 
losophy, but a system of actions.” (3.) Luther at one time 
called James an “epistle of straw” because of its seeming 
conflict with the doctrine of justification by faith. Was his 
estimate just? (4.) It bas been called the “Sermon on the 
Mount among the Epistles” because it emphasizes the ex- 
pression of Christian thought in life. (5.) Compare 2 : 21-24 
with Romans 4. It is a problem whether James combats ex- 
travagant conclusions from Paul’s doctrine, or whether each 
Jewish writer would not naturally use this illustration. (6.) 
How shall we reconcile the positions of James and Paul? 

2. The Epistles of Peter. (1.) Both have to do with the 
conditions of the early Christian Church. (2.) The first 


tian conduct under social persecution. What, in a few words, 

is the conduct commended? (3.) Note its treatment of Christ 

as our example (2: 21f.; 8: 18; 4:1). Find other in- 

stances. (4.) In 2 Peter, does 3; 1-13 show that the writer 

expects a speedy second coming of Christ? (5.) What is the 

character of the danger to the church which he foresees? 

3. The Epistles of John. (1.) Note how very simple is the 
language of all. (2.) What are the chief ideas of the first 
Epistle? (3.) What providential reasons for the inclusion 
of such simple, familiar letters as 2 John and 3 John in the 
Bible? (4.) Note the revelation of simplicity and brotherly 
love in the early Christian life. 

4. Jude. (1.) Jude, like James, perhaps a brother of Jesus 
(Mark 6:3; Acts 1:13). (2.) Note likenesses to 2 Peter 
(Jude 4 and 2 Pet. 2:1; Jude 9,10, and 2 Pet. 2:11, 12, etc.). 
It is disputed which borrows from the other. (3.) Jude 
quotes in verse 14 from the apocryphal Book of Enoch, 
and in verse 9 from another apocryphal book, The Assump- 
tion of Moses. (4.) Like 2 Peter, this letter is a warning of 
error to come in “the last days.” 

IV. 
The following is a fruitful way to study these letters: 1. 
Find the central idea of each letter (James, deeds the ex- 
pression of Christian life ; 3 John, Christian hospitality, etc.). 
2. Note any subordinate ideas in each letter (in James, the 
uses of temptation; in 1 Peter, advice to the elders of the 
church, etc.), 3. Think of each letter as a whole, and read 
it as if you were one of the persons addressed. 4. Note the 
different use each letter makes of the Christian point of view 
(Peter, the example of Christ; John, Christ as manifesting 
the love of God, etc.). 5. Try to realize the condition of 
each community addressed. 6. In what way, if any, does 
your own condition correspond to those suggested in the let- 
ters, and what lessons have they for you? 


SuMMARY. 


V. REFERENCES. 
Dods, Introduction to the New Testament (pp. 189-234). 
Farrar, “ Early Days of Christianity” (Books II., IV., V.). 
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AIDS TO SPECIFIC STUDY. 


LESSON XIII, DECEMBER 24, 1898. 
The Birth of Jesus. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Matt. 2: 1-11. 
COMMON VERSION. 


1 Now when Jesus was born in 
Béth’le-hem of Ju-dé’a in the 
days of Hér’od the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the | 
east to Je-ru’sa-lém, | 

2 Saying, Where is he that is | 
born King of the Jews? for we | 
have seen his star in the east,and 
are come to worship him. 

3 When Hér’od the king had | 
heard these things, he was troubled, 
and all Je-ru’sa-lém with him. 

4 And when he had gathered 
all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he de- 
manded of them where Christ 
should be born. 

5 And they said unto him, In 
Béth‘le-hem of Ju-d@a: for thus 
it is written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Béth’le-hem, in the 
land of Ji’da, art not the least 
among the princes of Ji’da: for 
out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule my people Is’ra-el. 

7 Then Hér’od, when he had 
privily called the wise men, in- 
quired of them diligently what 
time the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Béth’le- | 
hem, and said, Go and search | 
diligently for the young child; | 

| 


Memory verses: 9-11.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


1 Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, 
1 wise men from the east came 
to Jerusalem, saying, ? Where 
is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we saw his star in 
the east, and are come to 
| 3 worship him. And when 
| Herod the king heard it, he 
| 


bt 


I 


was troubled, and all Jerusa- 
lem with him, And gathering 
together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he 
| inquired of them where the 
| 5 Christ should be born. And 
| they said unto him, In Bethle- 
hem of Judea: for thus it 
is written * by the prophet, 
6 And thou Bethlehem, land 
of Judab, 
Artin no wise least among 
the princesgf Judah : 
For out of thee shall come 
forth a governor, 
Which shall be shepherd of 
my people Israel. 
7 Then Herod privily called the 
1wise men, and learned of 
them carefuily * what timethe 
star appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, and said, 
Go and search out carefully 
concerning the young child; 
and when ye have found 
him, bring me word, that I also 
may come and worship him. 
And they, having heard the 
king, went their way; and lo, 
the star, whieh they saw in the 





and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may | 
come and worship him also. 

9 When they had heard the | 
king, they departed ; and, lo, the |" 
star, which they saw in the east, | 9 
went before them, till it came | 
and stood over where the young 
child was. | east, went before them, till it 

10 When they saw the star,they | came and stood over where the 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. | 10 young child was. And when 

11 ¢ And when they were come they saw the star, they rejoiced 
into the house, they saw the | 11 withexceeding great joy. And 
young child with Méa’ry his| they came into the house and 
mother, and fell down, and | saw the young child with Mary 
worshipped him: and when they | bis mother; and they fell down 
had opened their treasures, they and worshipped him; and 
presented unto him gifts; gold, opening their treasures they 
and frankincense, and myrrh. offered unto him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. 

1Gr. Magi.‘ Compare Esther |. 13; Dan. li. 12. 2Or, Where is the King 
of the Jews that is born? *Or, through 4Or, the time of the star that 
appear 

The American Revisers would add &t the word “ worship,” 
2and 8, the marginal note * 
ence, whether 





in verses 
* The Greek word denotes an act of rever- 
id to man or to God”; and substitute “who” or 





Epistle is of great interest as setting forth the ideal of Chris- 


LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: Blessedness in the Kingdom. 


GoLpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: The kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.—Rom, 14 : 17. 


Lesson Topic: Divine Guidance. 


1. Search, vs. 1, 2. 

2. Bewiliderment, vs. 3, 4, 7, 8. 

3. Guidance, vs. 6, 6, 9-11. 

GoupEN Text: Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins,—Matt. 1 : 21. 


i 


Lesson OUTLINE: { 


Darty Home Reaprines: 


M.—Matt.2:1-11. Divine guidance. 
T.—Matt. 2: 12-23. Divine guidance. 
W.—Micah 5:1-7. Prophetic indications. 
T.—Isa. 9: 1-7. The child born. 

F.—Mal. 3: 1-18. The way prepared. 
$.—Mal. 4:1-6. The Sun of Righteousness, 
$.—Luke 2 : 1-20. The joy of angels. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, SEARCH, 
1, By Wise Men: 


Behold, wise men from the east came (1). 
The wisdom of all the children of the east (1 Kings 4: 30). 
Who is wise, and he shall understand (Hos, 14 
I would have you wise unto that which is good (Rom. 16 : 19). 
il. At Jerusalem : 
Wise men . . . came to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he? (1, 2.) 
I have set my king upon my holy my of Zion (Psa. 2 : 6). 
It is the city of the great King (Matt. 5 : 35). 
In Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship (John 4 : 20), 
itl, For the Saviour; 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? (2.) 
Search out carefully concerning the young child (Matt. 2; 8). 
They returned to Jerusalem, seeking for him (Luke 2 : 45). 
Sir, we would see Jesus (John 12; 21). 
IV. In Order to Worship : 
We... are come to worship him (2). 


Kiss the son, lest he be angry (Psa, 2 : 12). 
Kings. . shall bow down to thee (Isa. 49 : 23). 
And kings to the brightness of thy rising (Isa. 60 : 3), 


II, BEWILDERMENT. 
1. Producing Anxiety: 
Herod .. . was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him (3), 


The wicked flee when no man pursueth (Prov. 28 : 1) 
They were troubled, saying. It is an apparition (Matt. 14 : 26), 
Wherefore do reasonings arise in your heart (Luke 24 : 38), 


il. Producing Inquiry : 
He inquired of them where the Christ should be born (4). 
Mores cele ienenpe of them carefully what time the star appeared 
(Matt, 2: 
Lord, to whom shall we go? (John 6 : 68.) 
Brethren, what shall we do? (Acts % : 37.) 


il. Developing Plots : 
When ye have found him, bring. me word (8). 
The wicked plotteth against the just (Psa, 37 : 12 


). 
Herod will seek the young child to destroy him (Matt. 2; ‘<> 
That they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him (Matt. 26 


III, GUIDANCE, 


: 4). 


1. From the Scriptures : 
In Bethlehem of Judea : for thus it is written (5). 
Out of thee shall one come forth. . . to be ruler (Mic. 6 ; 2). 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea (Matt, 2: 1). 
Christ cometh ... from Bethlehem (John 7 : 42). 
il. By the Star: 
Lo, the star . . . went before them (9). 
There shall come 5 forth a star out it (Num, 24 : 17). 
We saw his star in the east (Matt, 2: 
Iam... the bright, the morning star - (Rev. 22 : 16). 
i. In Sacred Joy: 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced (10). 
Joy cometh in the morning (Psa. 30 : 5). 
He went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8 ; 39), 
Believing, ye rejoice greatly with joy ‘unspeakable (1 Pet. 1 : 8), 
IV. To Holy Adoration : 
They fell dewn and worshipped him (11). 
There came to him a leper and worshipped him (Matt. 8 : . 


They... took hold of his feet, and sy ge a (Matt. 28 


: 9). 
Let all the angels of God worship him (Heb, 1 : 6). 


Verse 1.—“ When Jesus was born.’ The birth of Jesus (1) As 
seen by contemporaries; (2) As Seated in history; (3) As influ- 
encing the ages. 


Verse 2.—** Where is he?” . significant question on the lips (1) 


Of the Magi; (2) Ot the king ; (2) Of the sinner ; (4) Of the saint. 

Verse 3.—** He was trouble 4, and all Jerusalem with him.’ The 
coming of Jesus (1) A trouble to his foes; (2) A com fort to his friends, 

Verse 5—*‘*Thus it is written by the prophet.”” (1) Prophecy 
studied; (2) Prophecy unde rstood ; (3) Prophecy followed. 

Verse 8 —*‘Go and search.’’ (1) Active outgoing; (2) Careful in- 
vestigation.—(1) The point at issue; (2) The means of determination, 

Verse 10.—“ They rejoiced with exceeding great joy.” (1) The 
aim of their journey; ( (2) The cause of their joy. 

Verse 11—‘'They fell down and worshi him” (1) Their 
mission accomplished ; (2) Their desire fulfilled ; (3) Their Sovereign 


discovered. 


LESSON BIBLE READING. 


DIVINE GUIDANCE, 


Promised (Psa. 25 : 9; 82 : 8). 
Sought (Psa. 27 : 11; 31 : 3). 
Trusted (Psa. 28:2; 73 : 24). : 
Commemorated (Exod. 15 : 18; 2 Chron. $2 : 22). 
Perpetuated (Psa. 48 : 14; Isa. 58 : 11). 

By the Holy Spirit (John 16 : 13 ; 1 John 2 : 27). 

By the Scriptures (Psa. 73 : 24). 

Through Christ (Luke 1 : 78, 79; John 10 : 4). 
Through men (Acts 8 : 31). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


Precepina Events.—All those narrated in Luke 1 : 5 to 
2: 39 and Matthew 1 : 18-25: The appearance to Zacharias; 





“Ww. ” im verse 6, 








the annunciation » the visit of Mary to Elizabeth ; the dream 



















































































































































































































































TT4 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


ee \we ks 


7* 





ww ? 


[Vol. XXXV., No. 49. 











of Joseph ; the visit to Bethlehem ; the birth of Jesus and 
the appearance to the shepherds; the circumcision of the 
Child, and the purification in the temple, forty days after the 
Nativity. It is not likely that the lesson occurred before 
the last-named event, since Mary and Joveph would not have 
made the offering of poverty after the visit of the wise men, 
nor, indeed, would they have ventured to Jerusalem at all. 

Piaces.—Bethlehem of Judea, the birthplace of David, 
about five or six miles south of Jerusalem ; Jerusalem ; the 
East, from which the wise men came, probably Persia. 

Truze.—The visit of the wise men probably occurred more 
than forty days after the birth of Jesus. If that event be 
fixed at December 25, A.U.C. 749, the date of the lesson 
would be after February 2, A. U. C. 750 (B.C. 4). January 6, 
the date of the feast of the Epiphany, is clearly too early in 
the year. February 2 is celebrated as the “ Purification of 
the Virgin Mary,” often called Candlemas Day, or Lady 
Day. Some identify the“ star” with a conjunction of planets 
in A. U.C. 747, but the astronomical and historical data have 
not as yet been satisfactorily harmonized. 

Prrsons.— Wise men from the East (“ Magi’’), representa- 
tives of the priestly.caste in Persia, Zoroastrian in religion, 
but the scholars and astrologers of that region. Their num- 
ber is unknown. Tradition calls them “the three kings,” 
naming them Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. Herod, 
called “the Great,” the first king of that name, and the 
worst; he died in April, A.U.C. 750. The chief priests and 
scribes. Mary and the young child Jesus, Joseph is not 
named. 

Incrpents.—The visit of the Magi to Jerusalem, and their 
inquiry for the. born king of the Jews. The perplexity of 
Herod; his inquiry of the chief priests in regard to the birth- 
place of the Messiah ; their answer from prophecy. Herod’s 
insidious instructions to the Magi; their journey to Beth- 
lehem, and the reappearance of the star; their joy; their 
finding of the Child and his mother; their adoration and 
gifts. Warned in a dream, they return home without seeing 
Herod again. 

Hisroricat Serrine.—Amid all the fancies and legends 
that have been associated with this event, one fact stands out 


‘clearly,—the world was waiting for a Redeemer. Oppression 


prevailed, philosophy had exhausted itself, the arts had not 
hindered moral decay and deep despondency. Even these 
heathen astrologers, who really represented the best of Ori- 
ental wisdom and research, were looking to Judea for a new 
king. It was a dark night when the Star of Bethlehem 
showed iteelf. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 1, 2.—The detailed account of the visit of Joseph 
and Mary to Bethlehem, and of the birth of Jesus there, 
which is given in Luke’s narrative, is not found in Matthew’s 
Gospel; nor does Luke tell us the story of the Magi. How 
soon after the time of the birth the visit of the Magi took 
place the evangelist does not say. We may believe that 
it did not occur until after the presentation in the temple. 
The Magi were originally a priestly body or sacred caste. 
They were the learned class devoted to astrology and astron- 
omy. They studied the heavens, and considered the appear- 
ance and movements of the stars, particularly with reference 
to great events which might occur on the earth. ' By reason 
either of what they had heard of the Jewish expectations of 
the coming of the Messiah at this time, or of some special 
enlightenment of their own minds, they had come to the 
thought that the Messianic king was to be born among the 
Jews, and their attention was naturally arrested as they saw 
the remarkable appearance in the heavens. They go from 
their home to Jerusalem, assured that they will find him. 
Their question on their arrival is one of confidence. That 
the King is born, they do not doubt after what they have 
seen, The only thing that remains is to learn where he is. 
—JIn Bethlehem of Judea: The town is thus named as di»- 
tinguishing it from Bethlehem in Zebulon. Jesus was of 
Nazareth, by reason of his father’s residence there, but of 
Bethlehem by reason of birth. He was thus of Judea, and 
of the same birthplace as David, of whose seed he was.—Jn 
the days of Herod the king: Very near the end of Herod's 
days, as the later verses of the chapter indicate clearly. This 
Herod was Herod the Great, the father or grandfather of 
the other members of the Herod family who are mentioned 
elsewhere in the New Testament.— Wise men: The marginal 
word “ Magi” might perhaps better have been placed in the 
text. .They were the wise and learned class, philosophers 
and astrologers.—From the east : These words are connected 
in the Revised Version with the word “Magi;” that is, 
Magi from the East, or Oriental Magi; in the Authorized 
Version, they are joined with the verb, “ came from the east.” 
The position of the words in the original Greek favors the 
rendering of the Revisers. What part of the east was the 
home of these men we do not know. It was probably either 
Arabia or Persia. Persia was the chief seat of the Magian 
religion.—Came to Jerusalem: In Jerusalem they would natu- 
rally expect to find the new-born King himself, or, at least, 





to learn most easily and certainly where he was.—For we saw 
his star in the east: The word “for” introduces the reason of 
their coming and their question.—Jn the east: This render- 
ing answers easily and naturally to the similar phrase in the 
first verse. It is held by some, however, that the phrase 
here refers to the rising of the star, “at its rising.” The 
Greek word in verse 1 is in the plural; here, and in verse 9, 
in the singular number, and this difference is thought to in- 
dicate a difference of meaning. 

Verse 3.—The disturbance of Herod’s mind and his appre- 
hensions were due to the thought that the new king might 
be the means of overthrowing his power. The people of 
Jerusalem were disturbed, as we may believe, because of the 
evils which Herod might inflict upon them in endeavoring 
to uphold his own power. 

Verses 4-6.—The chief priests and scribes were the 
learned men of the nation, whose knowledge of Scripture | 
prophecy would enable them to give the most accurate 
answer to the question. This does not seem to have been an 
assembling of the sanhedrin, but only a gathering together, 
for the purpose in hand, of a large number of these learned 
and qualified persons.— Where the Christ should be born: This 
question and the answer which follows move within the 
sphere of the scriptural prophecies and declarations, and 
are thus within the sphere of the learning of those who were 
summoned on the occasion.—For thus it is written by the 
prophet: The learned men give a reason for their statement 
in the declaration of the Old Testament respecting Bethle- 
hem. The passage quoted is from Micah 5:2. There are 
some variations in the words as giveh by Matthew, as com- 
pared with those found in the prophetic passage. The verse 
in Micah reads: ‘‘ But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, too small 
to be among the thousands of Judah ; yet of thee shall come 
forth unto me one who is to be ruler in Israel.” The changed 
passage indicates the greatness which the small town received 
through the fact that the Christ had his birthplace there. 
The change does not affect the force of the verse as related 
to the question which Herod raised, and, thus, as related to 
the purpose for which it was used by the scribes. 

Verse 7.—Privily : Herod, in accordance with his suspicious 
and malicious nature, planned to have the child put to death 
as secretly as possible-—Learned of them carefully: That is, 
by careful inquiry he ascertained the fact which he desired 
to know with accuracy.— What time the star appeared: The 
marginal rendering is, “ the time of the star that appeared.” 
Herod’s question included, as we may believe, the ideas of 
“when,” and “ how long since.” He may have had in mind 
even now the plan which he subsequently carried out, and 
may have desired for this purpose to know, in case he by any 
means failed to discover the particular child, how long a 
period he must cover in his orders for the destruction of the 
children of the village. The indication of verses 12 and 16, 
however, may more probably point to the plan there adopted 
as one newly thought of at that time. 

Verse 8.—Herod sent the Magi to the place which had 
been pointed out by the scribes; that is, he gave them the 
answer that had been received from his own sources of 
knowledge, and bade them go to the town and search for the 
child. He hoped, through the result of their search and 
the tidings which they should bring, that he would be able 
successfully to put an end to the child’s life. To induce them 
to return with the desired information, he tried to deceive 
them as to his own intention and purpose. 

Verses 9, 10,—The Magi traveled by night ; and apparently 
immediately, or soon after their departure from Jerusalem, 
the star appeared and went before them, leading them on 
their way. “The language of the evangelist’s narrative, when in- 
terpreted in fhe simplest way, would seem to indicate that this 
star was an extraordinary heavenly body, which moved as the 
Magi moved, and finally rested over the house where the child 
was, thus pointing out the exact place in which he was to be 
found, But it is possible that a conjunction of stars, or some + 
special star which appeared and afterwards disappeared, may 
be indicated, or may satisfy the demands of the language 
which is used.— When they saw the star, they rejoiced ; The star 
apparently had disappeared from their view for a time, or at 
least from their thoughts. But now, as they saw it again, it 
seemed to be indeed leading them and confirming their hopes, 
and so they moved on joyfully and confidently. 

Verse 11.—The family had doubtless left the inn or cara- 
vanserai before the arrival of the Magi, and were now estab- 
lished for the time in a house. To this house the Magi came, 
and, finding the child and his mother there, they offered their 
worship to him. The story isa beautiful ong, and beauti- 
fully adapted to the Christmas season. 


With the presentation of the notes upon this lesson, the 
writer closes his work for The Sunday School Times, which 
has now continued for a period of seven years, He takes 
this occasion to express to all who have kindly used what he 
has said for the furthering of their own studies of the New 
Testament, and for the helping of others, his best wishes for 
the closing and the opening year, and his hope that the writer 


gestive thoughts, and lead them to much of light and clear- 
ness, in the coming time. 
Yale University. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


The state of public feeling among the Jews at the opening 
of the Christian era was so peculiarly the outcome of their 
exceptional religious history, that it is hard to realize by 
ordinary experience. Among the descendants of Abraham, 
whether Jewish or Arab, there had been handed down from 
generation to generation more or less vivid expectations of | 
an era in which they should become.the great ruling power 
of the world, under a leader sent to them from above; that 
is, one appointed by the Almighty to lead them to this uni- 
versal monarchy. We see the same idea still actively in- 
fluencing the Arab race in our own day, in the rise of one 
mahdi after another, claiming to be the “directed” of God, 
sent to “fill the earth with equity and justice,” and to bear 
rule for seven years over the nations. 

Among the Hebrews, at the time of our Lord’s birth, this 
assurance of their destined supremacy, under a leader simi- 
larly sent by God, had become a fixed and supreme article of 
national belief, the only question being when he would 
appear. They had cherished this flattering conviction more 
especially from the time of the Maccabees, in the second cen- 
tury before Christ. It had gradually been formulated by the 
rabbis into an elaborate article of their creed.’ The existing 
“age” was to close when the Messiah came, and a new era 
was to commence under his reign. These two world periods 
would be separated from each other by the judgment, which 
was to take place at ‘the “end-of days,’ or in “the last 
time,” this awful consummation being heralded by fearful 
portents. The temple would be desecrated, and unparalleled 
calamities fall upon the nation. Swords would be'seen in the 
midnight sky, and blood trickle from the rocks. All nature 
would be out of course, and: idolatry and wickedness would 
flood the earth, as in the days before the flood. 

Then would come the Messiah, who would be a descendant 
of David, a king endowed with transcendent power and illus- 
trious spiritual gifts. Against this “ Messenger of Jehovah 
of Hosts” the heathen world would gather to wage war, but 
they would be utterly destroyed by the “ word” of the Mes- 
siah and the sword of his people. He would then reign over 
Israel as a righteous king; and hold the heathen in subjec 
tion, Jerusalem being his royal city. His dominion would 
embrace the whole world, and last’ forever. Sin and the 
Devil would be destroyed ; the scattered tribes would return; 
a new Jerusalem of surpassing glory would rise in the place 
of that which had been.” The earth would become a wide 
paradise, wild beasts lose their ferocity, and human life be 
indefinitely prolonged. At some future period a final judg- 
ment would take place, all men who had ever lived having 
their eternal state then decided,—the righteous being re- 
warded, and the wicked thrown into a fiery abyss. 

Such ideas constituted the Jewish politics of the time 
when Jesus was born, and we can realize the excitement 
amidst which he grew up, and the bitter opposition both he 
and the Baptist encountered when it was found that they dis- 
countenanced all the current fancies and aspirations after a 
universal Jewish monarchy, and proclaimed a Messianic 
kingdom which was only spiritual,—a kingdom which meant 
only the reign of God in their souls. Yet how much more 
worthy of God the regeneration of mankind by a renewal of 
his divine image in them, than the coarse and barbaric splen- 
dors of merely pclitical glory! 

The year in which Jesus was born is doubtful, some think- 
ing it was the seventh before our era; others, that it was the 
fourth. : Herod the Great, on his father’s side an Edomite, 
sat on the throne of David. This, in the opinion of every 
Jew, was an outrage hardly to be equaled; for the Edomite 
was hated and despised by Israel, as is the Sudra or the 
Pariah by the lordly Brahmin. Surely Jehovah would send 
the lung-expected Messiah now, in this hour of the lowest 
degradation of his people! He was about to send him to 
“ restore Israel,” not in their sense, but in his own! 

Betrothal among the Jews was reckoned as settled on the 
payment of the marriage portion of the maiden, by the in- 
tended husband, to her father or his representatives. This 
was fixed at fifty shekels. But if the father chose, he could 
demand some form of service instead of the money. Hence- 
forth the maiden was regarded as sacredly belonging to her 
intended husband, and could not be sent away by him with- 
out a formal “writing of divorcement,” while criminal eon- 
duct on her part rendered both her and the partner of her 
guilt liable to be stoned to death publicly. This was the 
terrible “ public example” which Joseph resolved to avoid 
in the case of Mary. 

An ancient cave, now hung with faded tapestry, under the 
Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem, is shown as the spot 
where the infant Saviour was born. There is no inherent 
improbability in the tradition, as caves are often found be- 
hind village houses in Palestine, and are employed as ready- 
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The tradition, moreover, reaches back to the middle of the 
first century afier Christ, so that, even if an error has been 

made in the actual spot, we have at least one hallowed by the 
’ associations of nearly eighteen hundred years. To me there 
was little doubt of the locality being right, and I frankly 
confess that my feelings quite overpowered me as I stood on 
ground so holy, 

The Magi, who came from “the east,” were in those days a 
high caste of priests among the Persians and Medes, occupy- 
ing themselves mainly with the study of the mysteries of 
nature, especially of astrology and medicine. The name, 
however, was given to persons of similar pursuits in any part 
of the East. To what country those who came to Bethlehem 
belonged, it is impos-ible to say. They appear to have been 
heathen, who had heard, in their distant home, of the Jewish 
expectation of a world-ruler of the Hebrew race, and had 
been so interested in the question as to travel to Jerusalem 
to gathet information respecting it. The “star” seen by 
them must have been some appearance not hitherto observed, 
by which, according to the rules of their astrology, the birth 
of the Jewish king was forecast. What it was, has been much 
discussed, and cannot be determined. Some suppose it a 
comet ; others, a conjunction of planets; others, an angel. 

Herod in past years had been so racked by suspicion of 
attempts to seize his throne as to have murdered nearly all 
his family to secure it; and its steps were still slippery with 
the blood of those he had put to death for their share in a 
recent plot instigated by the Pharisees, ‘T'o summon a great 
assembly of the sanhedrin, therefore, to inform him on the 
serious rumor brought by the Magi, was in keeping with his 
sagacity ; fon who could know so much of such matters as 
these churchmen of the nation? Fixing rightly on Beth- 
lehem as the place where the Messiah was to be born, the 
high court informed the king of their opinion, based on the 
words of Micah the prophet (Mic. 5 : 2), his pretense for 
the inquiry being that he wished to prostrate himself before 
the baby King, in token of reverence and fealty. The answer 
gained, a meeting with the Magi was arranged, to learn from 
them what more they knew of the matter, with the design, 
on the king’s part, of his putting the Child out of the way. 

Starting, after this audience, for Bethlehem, five miles off 
to the south, the star they had seen, we are told, went before 
them, till at last it stood over the house where Jesus lay in his 
mother’s embrace. No one in the East comes before a great 
personage without a special present. Therefore, on their 
entering the dwelling they opened their treasures, and laid 
before the Babe the royal gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. Who these sages were, it is useless to ask, though 
the Church of Rome is so precise respecting them as to show 
their alleged skulls at Cologne, and to give a name to the 
long-dead owner of each,—Gaspar, Balthazar, and Melchior. 


Bournemouth, England. ‘ 
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GENTILE HOMAGE TO THE INFANT KING. 
BY ALEXANDER MCLAREN, D.D. 


Matthew’s Gospel is the gospel of the King of the Jews; 
but it tells of these Magi from the Gentiles doing homage at 
the cradle. Luke’s is the gospel of the world’s Saviour, but 
it tells of Simeon and Anna hailing their Lord. The true 
conception of Israel’s king is that he is the universal re- 
deemer, and of the world’s Saviour, that he is Israel’s 
Messiah. 

It is useless to ask the country, the number, or the future 
fate of these strange visitors, who pass across the page for a 
moment, and then plunge into the darkness. People who 
are curious about such things may learn their names, and, 
if they have the eyesight of faith, may see their skulls in 
Cologne Cathedral.. Whether they were Persians, Arabs, or 
what not, matters nothing. The point is that they came 
“from the East,” and, as the first-fruits of the Gentile world, 
eagerly bowed before the King whom Israel neglected in his 
infancy and rejected in his manhood. Gentiles worshiped 
at his cradle; Jews yelled in triumph round his cross, 

Matthew’s introductory note of time carries a hint of the 
point. of view for the whole narrative. “In the days of 
Herod the king.” What a king! An alien in blood, a crafty, 
cruel Idumean sat in the seat of David, by the grace of Rome, 
while the true king lay in a manger at Bethlehem. The 
lowest depths of degradation had been reached, and Jerusa- 
lem acquiesced in the shame. The enthusiasm and faith of 
the Magi was a rebuke to Israel, as that of heathen converts 
*might be if some of them were to appear in our great God- 
less cities. No doubt theirsimple-mindedness was laughed at 
by degenerate Jews. “I will provoke them to afiger with a 
foolish nation.” 

Two questions arise about the Magi’s words in vetse 2. 
What had they seen, and how did they connect it with the 
belief that a King of the Jews had been born? The first 
question is often answered by supposing that a striking con- 
junction of planets, which occurred about two years before 
Christ's birth, had been interpreted by them as indicating it. 
Bat there are great objections to this view. The dates do not 
easily correspond, and the account of the star moving before 


the Magi to Bethlehem, and then pointing out the place of 
the cradle, can scarcely refer to the motions of a star high in 
the heavens, Materials for a decided judgment are wanting, 
but to the present writer the hypothesis of a specially created 
luminous body seems most in accord with the narrative. 
The inference drawn from the appearance of the “star” is 
inexplicable, unless, beforé its appearance, the Magi had 
known something of the expectation of the Messiah,—an 
expectation which, we know, was widely diffused about that 
time. It was not the star which led them to believe that a king 
of the Jews, in whom they had an interest, was to be born; 
but it was their hope that he was to come, which led them 
to interpret aright the meaning of the star. God does not 
usually send his revelations to unprepared souls; God never 
leaves expectant souls unhelped by ‘clearer light. These 
Magi were astronomers, and probably astrologers, and so 
were lead by astar. God uses men’s ordinary vocations and 
particular acquirements to guide them to Jesus; and, if we 
look, we shall find in our daily work and thought finger-posts 
to point to him. 

“We saw his star in the east.” Apparently, they saw it 
only for a short time, and had made their journey without 
its beams. They could find their way to Judea without it, 
and extraordinary helps are not given when ordinary ones 
suffice. The star did not at first shine to point the way, but 
to declare the birth. How long a journey they had made we 
do not know. Apparently, they had seen the star two years 
or so before reaching Jerusalem, but how long had elapsed 
between seeing it and setting out we can only surmise. 

What a contrast between the eagerness of the Magi and 
the temper which they found in Jerusalem! The phantom 
king was “troubled.” That was but natural; for he knew 
that he had no right to his throne, and that it was set on the 
quiescent crater of a volcano which was not extinct. This 
might be the beginning of an explosion. But that “all 
Jerusalem ” should have been troubled was a deplorable evi- 
dence of its corruption. “R joice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion,” said a prophet, announcing the coming of the King, 
and now terror is his welcome, and his own think it bad news 
that he may come. “’Tis conscience doth make cowards of 
us all.” Such a Jerusalem had good reason to tremble, Let 
us ask ourselves if we should be glad if we heard that he was 
hear at hand to us. 

That solemn conclave of scholars and ecclesiastical func- 
tionaries summoned by Herod, is certainly one of the strangest 
assemblage of students of prophecy. Their unhesitating 
answer indicates the belief of the time, and stands in re- 
markable contrast with the shuffles of later Judaism to 
escape the force of the prophecy quoted. As long as it was 
a pure question of curiosity, the answer was plain; when it 
became a question of the claims of Jesus, the prophecy turned 
dubious. Men interpret the plain utterances of Scripture to 
suit their convenience. The scribes knew all about the 
prophecies of Messiah, but it never entered their heads to go 
with the Magi to Bethlehem. . Head knowledge is barren. It 
sinks us deeper into condemnation, if it does‘not influence 
heart and life. 

What a singular complication was in Herod’s mind! He 
believed that the birth of a king of the Jews had been pre- 
dicted, and consequently that it was divinely purposed, and 
would certainly be fulfilled. He suspected further, that the 
predicted birth had come to pass, and that there was lying 
somewhere in Bethlehem an infant meant by God to be the 
King of Israel. And what does the madman do? He sets 
himself to counterwork this divine purpose, as if his hand 
could stop the wheels of God’s chariot, He is not alone in 
such irrational conduct. Many a man knows perfectly that 
he is going dead in the teeth of God’s will, and goes all the 
same. Many more men are only ignorant that they are 
doing so, because they will not reflect; and they will not 
reflect because they more than half know. Wonderful is the 
power of self-deception ! 

Herod had evidently determined on his course when he 
secretly summoned the Magi and cross-questioned them. His 
question as to the time of the star’s appearing, was intended 
to elicit information as to the age of his dreaded rival, with a 
view to knowing how far his murderous drag-net must be 
cast. Apparently, the Magi had not until then ascertained 
where the child was; for it was Herod who directed them to 
Bethlehem. Nobody knew or cared anything about the 
coming King. The Magi’s zeal did not “provoke very 
many.” No Jew was moved to join them in their search. 
Could utter indifference be more clearly shown? 

Herod rather overacted his part when he sent the Magi 
to find the child, and said that he would go and worship. 
If he was desirous for such reasons to find him, why did not 
he take the search in hand himself? He could have done it 
more easily than these strangers could. Possibly the cynical 
plainness of his hypocrisy had roused their suspicions, even 
before the subsequent angel’s warning. At all events, his 
motive for employing them is plain. He was conscious of 
intending murder, and suspected that, if he were known to be 
on the quest, the partisans of the infant pretender would 
take good care that he should not find him. He had no 





reason to fear failure in his quest, if it had been friendly, 


He thinks he has got hold of a clue which may bring the 
threads of a plot into his hands. 

So the Magi left Jerusalem without having found a soul 
who shared in their hopes. They were probably chilled by 
their reception, and wondering at the universal carelessness. 
Yet Simeon and Anna, with others who “looked for re- 
demption in Jerusalem,” were in the city, and would have 
taken the pilgrims to their hearts, Those who cherish high 
and devout thoughts have moresympathizers than they know 
of. One of the tragedies of life is, that men may live beside 
their heart’s brothers, and never find them out. 

The Magi do not seem to have known the prophecy which 
had been quoted to Herod, or they would not have needed 
him to send them to Bethlehem, So they had only his in- 
structions to direct them, and probably set out somewhat 
doubtingly. But human aid had done all for them that it 
could, and now the star reappeared. Its motion is described 
in terms unsuitable for that of an ordinary star or planet, 
Could the very house be designated by such? I, for one, do 
not think so, But however that may be, that star appearing, 
disappearing, and reappearing, teaches us how God can guide 
by extraordinary means, and how these are not continued 
where our own faculties or other men’s intervention are suffi- 
cient, but will surely be repeated when the need for them 
again arises, 

Who does not sympathize with the “exceeding great joy” 
of these patient travelers, as they felt that they were so near 
their goal? Their faith had borne them along for weary 
months, Their hearts had hungered in their own land for a 
king who was able to bless them. They had relied on the 
signs which they had believed divine. They had not been 
turned from their quest by the shock of finding none to share 
it in the city where they expected to find him enthroned, 
It had not been shaken by their being sent to the poor vil- 
lage of Bethlehem. And now there is the star again, with 
its mild beams, become their guide. But what a palace it 
guides them to! 

Their sumptuous gifts, fitting a king, shed a strange gleam, 
and diffused unwonted fragrance through the humble, prob- 
ably dingy, house where the babe lies on his mother’s knee, 
Is this the King? Their faith stood that last trial. These 
Gentiles had clearer eyes than the Jewish people had, and 
stumbled not at the lowly condition of the King. Gold and 
frankincense and myrrh were royal gifts, and apparently mis- 
placed in that poor home. But they were laid at the right 
feet, and Gentiles were the first todo homage to the King of 
the Jews. That kneeling group was a prophecy of the com- 
ing time, when the rejected by Israel shall be the King of 
men, “ and all kings shall fall down before him.” 

As for these first-fruits of the Gentiles, we follow them as 
they fade away on their homeward road, believing that they 
who thus nobly pressed first to his cradle with their offerings 
of faith, cherished loyalty to him in their hearts for the rest 
of their days, and have long since been led to his heavenly 
throne to lay richer offerings before him, manifest in his 
divine dominion than those which they spread before his 
infant eyes in Bethlehem. 


Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 


The facts about this greatest fact are: Christ’s pre-exist- 
ence, the minute prediction of his coming, the prepara- 
tions for the advent, the world’s expectation of him, and the 
angelic announcement. These things require thousands of 
years and at least two worlds, All events and all time were 
bent to the one event. All this was necessary that men 
should have the best and strongest possible reasons for ac-’ 
cepting him as their Redeemer and Saviour. 

Why be born as a child instead of coming a full man? He 
would have been an alien, and not a citizen of our world then, 
Nobody can perfectly catch our speech who is not a baby in 
it, and gets it from mother’s lips, Americans are always 
blunderers in China, objects of compassion or derision. He 
could not thoroughly know what was in man except by be- 
ginning at the beginning, and growing in stature and wisdom, 
The problems and temptations of his life must come to him 
while as yet immature and unperfected, to be of any use to 
us. Our problems come to us immature. He must be 
tempted like as we are. 

He would be born and die again if it would help men toa 
readier faith, but it would not. 

It was only by coming into a pure maiden’s heart, filled 
with a longing expectation of the fulfilment of a glorious 
promise, that he could find a standing-room long enough to 
speak his message to men. By being known from a child he 
could do this, Had he come asa man and alien he could not 
have lived a month, They sought to kill him, as it was, 
while yet a babe. 

The world’s yearning finds three men to seek him from 
afar to worship him. No gifts were good enough. Earth 
had nothing fragrant and precious enough to fitly welcome 





his coming. Nevertheless, the precious gifts were needful im 
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the long journey to follow, Christ’s first present was from 
Gentiles. Let the last and fittest be our hearts, pure, holy, 


’ fit for his residence. And soon may all the hearts of the 


whole earth be tendered in loving devotion, and the world 
ring from side to side with the angel song: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

The year closes. The ideals offered us must have come 
from God and out of heaven. It is likeness to him we seek, 
and that place as an abode. Can we live there, and not be 
ashamed? Beside every ideal offered is power to make it 
real in us. 


University Park, Colo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Wisemen.,.came(v.1). It is asign of wisdom to be search- 
ing for truth. The more a man knows, the more he wants to 
know, The less a man knows, the better satisfied he is with 
his stock of knowledge, and the more he is disposed to brag 
of it. “The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh 
knowledge.” It isthe best informed teachers who feel that 
they cannot do without the teachers’-meeting. It is the 
teachers who most need the instructions of that meeting who 
think that it is not a necessity to them. It is the addle- 
headed’ cynic who stays away from church, because “the 
preacher cannot tell him anything new.” Itisthe bey who 
listens quietly, or questions courteously, whenever there is an 
opportunity to learn anything, who bids fair to be a wise 
man, rather than the one who is quick to tell how much he 
knows of a subject under discussion, He who reads clearest 
the signs of the times; he who is farthest in advance of his 
generation ; he «ho is largest in brain and warmest in his 
heart,—he it is who is readiest to follow the Divine leadings, 
across sea and land if need be, to find any new revelation 
God is making of his loVe in his Word or in his providences. 
In any church or in any community you will find the wisest 
men seeking new light about Jesus, and searching for fresh 
disclosures of him in his Word. Wise men are always doing 
that. 

Where is he? (v. 2). Even those who have heard of Jesus, 
and who want to find him, do not always feel sure of his 
whereabouts. And when they anxiously ask the question, 
“Where is he?” different answers come to them from dif- 
ferent sources. One says he is found only in a certain church 
organization; another, that he is found only in a certain 
ceremonial ordinance; another, that he is found only in the 
acceptance of certain forms of doctrine; another, that he is 
found only through certain personal experiences, Where 
do you think he is? If your scholars ask where and how 
they are to find Jesus to-day, what will you tell them? If 
you want to direct those who do not ask for him to the place 
of his presence, what will you say? On every side there are 
souls seeking or souls needing Jesus. “ Where is he?” 

The king . .. was troubled, and all Jerusalem (v.3). Good 
brings more dismay than evil in this world. There is noth- 
ing that the criminal shrinks from like justice. The law- 
giver and the guardian of the peace are a terror to the evil- 
disposed. The thought of the final triumph of the right 
weighs down like a nightmare on the great mass of man- 
kind to-day. More hearts wish that there were no God in 
heaven than have joy in the consciousness of God’s loving 
sway. Suppose you knew, beyond a peradventure, that Jesus 
was to come again before another night had passed,—should 
you be glad, or be troubled ? 

He inquired of them where the Christ should be born (v. 4). 
There is more of hostility to God in the world than there is 
of disbelief in his existence. Men who wish that the Bible 
were not true, have little doubt that it is. They read it, or 


shear it preached, with an understanding that all its prophecies 


and threatenings are to come to pass, even while their lives 
and plans are in direct and deliberate conflict with its teach- 
ings. “The worst of it is, I do believe,” said Lord Byron. 
Tt is strange that men should want to find out just what God 
has declared, in order that they may the more surely endeavor 
to thwart his purposes. But that is the way of the world. If 
a voice were to sound out of heaven to-day, telling men just 
what was their duty and what was their danger, a majority 
of those who recognized it as God’s voice would be all the 
readier to do what he told them not to do. A great many 
people since the days of Herod have wished that they knew 
more about God’s plans, so that they might work against them 
to better advantage. 

Bring me word, that I also may come and worship him (¥. 8.) 
It is a great pity that Herod was not the last man to make a 
pretense of worshiping, in order the better to enable himself 
to do evil. In these modern days, men have entered the min- 
istry for the very purpose of acquiring larger power to work 
harm to their fellows; or they have joined the church to give 
themselves a firmer standing-place as swindlers; or they have 
taken a Sunday-school class as a vantage-ground for crime. 
If every man received Herod's punishment, because he used 
religious phrases, or made insincere promises, or took a pew 
in charch, or went to prayer-meetings, as a cover to impure 


When they saw the star, they rejoiced (v. 10). A cause of 
terror to one person is a cause of joy toanother. The baying 
of a hound on his track strikes dismay’to a hunted robber in 
the woods. The same sound would give cheer to a lost child, 
when he knew it was his father’s hound in search of him. It 
makes all the difference in the world at which end of the 
cannon you stand when it is béing fired in battle. Its belch- 
ing fire isthe same in either case; but in one instance it is 
against your enemies, and in the other against you. Thereis 
no more terrible thought possible, to the opposer of God, than 
that the Lord reigneth, and that he is sure to put down all 
his enemies. There is no thought more comforting than this 
to the Christian believer. There was an underwitted but a 
faith-filled Scotch lad in this country, at the time of the 
great meteoric shower‘of November, 1833. When on every 
side men and women were that night in terror at the thought 
that the hour of final doom had come, this lad’s mother 
aroused him from his sleep with the cry, “Sandy, Sandy, get 
up, will you? The Day of Judgment has come.” Instantly 
the boy was alive to that call, and was on his feet, shonting, 
“Glory toGod! I’m ready.” When the loving followers of 
Jesus see signs of his appearance, they rejoice with exceeding 
great joy. 

They... worshipped him ;...and... they offered unto him gift 
(v.11). Worship and giving go together. The desire to wor- 
ship includes a desire to give gifte. This it is which makes 
a missionary collection a proper part of the services in any 
Sunday-school—even a mission school. And this it is which 
makes it right to ask children to bring gifts to Jesus on the 
anniversary festival of his birth, instead of training them to 
expect gifts to themselves as a part of the Sunday-school ob- 
servances of that day. Giving is as natural an impulse of the 
worshiping spirit as praying; and he who prays as if he 
meant it, will give as if he liked it. The church or the Sun- 
day-school which worships with reverent earnestness, will 
give with hearty freeness, 


Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F, SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


First bring out the beautiful lesson story. In this all schol- 
ars will be interested. The visit of the shepherds must have 
been prior to that by the wise men, for, when Mary went to the 
temple to offer her gift, she gave that which only the very poor- 
est of the people were allowed to give ; namely, a pair of turtle- 
doves, or two young pigeons. If at that time she had had the 
gifts that the wise men brought, it is not conceivable that she 
should not have offered more, for she knew that to her had 
been given that grand privilege that every Jewish woman 
craved more than anything else; namely, the privilege of 
being the mother of the Messiah. This would have un- 
doubtedly prompted her to give as liberally as she could. 
Her circumstances, however, were better at this time than 
when the shepherds found her ; for then she wasina “stable,” 
and now the wise men found her in a“ house.” Having 
brought out the narrative, the teacher may well go on to call 
attention to the fact that, in this lesson, we have io deal with 
three representative classes of men. 

First: those who were seeking the Saviour. These were 
the wise men. In this is partly revealed their wisdom. That 
they were thoroughly in earnest is evident from the fact that 
they put themselves to much inconvenience to find him whom 
they sought, It would have been very easy for them to have 
invented some plausible excuse for not going so far in search 
of the King of the Jews. They might have argued, “ We 
are not Jews, and it is no particular business of ours to go 
and hunt for such a person.” Or they might have thought 
that the journey was too long, and the dangers too many for 
them wisely to encounter. Journeys were not so easily made 
in those days as they are in our times; for they had to go, at 
the best, on camels, and the journey must have taken weeks 
at the shortest. But these men were in earnest, and wanted 
to find him whose birth had been revealed to them ; so they 
braved the dangers and inconveniences of the journey, and 
pushed on until they found the child for whom they were 
seeking. In their case, the promise, “Seek, and ye shall 
find,” was verified. 

And so, in matters religious, it ever will be. They who 
seek are they who find. If any man is in earnest to find the 
truth, he will not hunt for it very long. I believe in honest 
doubt, but there is not much of it in this world. It seems to 
be fashionable in our days to think that men may seek for 
years and years honestly, and that, too, with the Bible in 
their hands, and yet not find the truth as it is in Jesus. I 
believe in no such thing. I trast God more than that. The 
Holy Spirit is too anxious to help men to find Christ, to let 
them hunt honestly for years and not find him. It is his 
office to show Christ to men; and to think that he will let a 
man with the Word in his hand grope for years in darkness, 
is to believe that he is not a competent teacher. No, far 
more readily do I believe that these men are not honest, 
than to believe that they are honest but he incompetent. It 
is far truer to teach our scholars that “ ye shall seek me, and 





or unholy plannings, what a day of vengeance there would be | 


find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” 





If any one does not find the Saviour, it is because he does 
not put his heart into the business. 

Second: Those who neglected the Saviour. These were 
the chief priests and scribes in Jerusalem.. They knew more 
than the wise men as to where Jesus was to be born, They 
had more light than the wise men to start with. Yes, but 
their hearts were set on very different things. They were 
far more anxious for places and honors and preferments than 
for the finding of the Messiah. The Lord himself said to 
them, years afterwards, ‘‘ How can ye believe, who receive 
honor one from another?” So, though they saw the wise 
men, and knew for what they had come to Jerusalem, and 
knew that it was only five miles down to the town of 
Bethlehem, not one of them thought that it was worth his 
while to stroll down there of an aftérnoon to see what had 
taken place, They did not actively oppose him, but they 
simply let him severely alone. 

Are there not many like these men to-day? They do not 
oppose the claims of Jesus. They do not antagonize the 
churches, But they are so full of other things that they give 
these the go-by. Other things, such as pleasure, business, 
study, interest them far more than the matters that pertain 
to the claims of Jesus, and so they simply pass all that by. 
Many in our schools are among this number of “ neglecters.” 
Are you among them ? 

Third: There was one who actively opposed Jesus. This 
was Herod. He at once began to fear that in this new-born 
King of the Jews he should havea rival. And so he took 
steps immediately to bring the life of the child to an end. 
That he did not succeed was not to his credit at all, for he 
did his best to carry out his plan. He was truly guilty of 
murder. But, while we condemn him, let us not forget that 
he too has his successors in this course of action, There are 
those in these days who actively oppose the Saviour. He 
claims to be the Son of God, and they deny this claim. He 
affirms that he alone can save men from their sins, and they 
assert that they do not need to be so saved. All the funda- 
mental claims of the gospel they deny, and in this way really 
oppose him just as truly as did Herod. 

Now note that the men who merely neglected him, in time 
came to oppose him. For was it not the chief priests and 
scribes who in after years did him to death? When they 
found that his claims were antagonistic to their interests, 
they brought him to the cross. So, I fear, it would be with 
modern neglecters of the Saviour, if they at any time found 
that his claims were really thwarting them in cherished 
plans, They would then actively oppose him, Do not think, 
therefore, that because you are not actively opposing the 
blessed Master, therefore the seeds of rank opposition are not 
in your heart. They are there, only for a while they are 
dormant. The only safe position for us to occupy is that of 
the wise men, who with all their hearts sought, and therefore 
found, him, and in doing so got a great blessing themselves. 

Wew York City. 


HINTS FOR THE INTERMEDIATE 
TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Again the festival days of the year, and the dear old story 
which is ever new. Children will need no encouragement to 
talk of Christmas Day, and will gladly tell what they remem- 
ber of the glory shining at midnight, the angel message, the 
listening shepherds abiding in the field, the heavenly chorus, 
how quickly the shepherds went to Bethlehem, and returning 
praised God for all they had heard and seen. This is familiar 
to many scholars, but lest there may be some who have had 
little previous instruction, the story must be made plain. It 
is, in itself, a pictorial lesson, but et this season real Christ- 
mas pictures are abundant and beautiful. Beside the usual 
“ Bible-lesson pictures,” the star, the shepherds, the journey- 
ing and worshiping Magi, the sleeping infant and his mother, 
can all be found in booklets and on cards in exquisite designs 
and coloring. One or more such pictures carried to the class 
will add great interest, and make the story more real. What 
was the golden text of last week’s lesson? Whom did John 
see among the golden candlesticks? By what name did John 
describe him,—a name which Jesus so often called himself? 
We had a word-picture of the Son of man glorified, shining 
in glory as he is in heaven, and his name “above every 
name.” To-day we have a word-picture, and the story of 
Jesus as he became man, a lowly child, the one of whom, 
before his birth, the angel said, “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus.” It is written that at the name “ above every name”, 
—“every knee” shall bow, that all in heaven and in earth 
shall “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,” and yet he of might 
and power came in form of flesh, the child of poor, humble 
parents, The angels gave Mary the’ reason for his name. 
Jesus means a Saviour, and the angel said, “It is he that 
shall save his people from their sins.” Whose birthday is 
the world keeping now with gladness and joy ? 

Jesus was Born.—How many years ago? Do you see how 
eyerything counts from the birth of Jesus Christ? All the 
years of the world are reckoned from that date, and marked 


B, C,, before Christ, or A. D., meaning Anno Domini, the 
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year of the Lord. Wicked men, who care nothing for Jesus, 
pay tribute to him every time they write the figures of the 
passing year, What was that golden text which told us that 
Jesus, “ though he was rich, became poor” ? How rich was he? 
We read that “in him were all things created, in the heavens 
and upon the earth.” How poor did he become? Nothing 
of all he had created did he call his own; he had no home, 
no possessions. Though he was King and Lord in heaven, 
he came to earth in the form of a helpless child,—a little 
sleeping babe in his mother’s arms. 

Bethlehem of Judea,—The children will be pleased to re- 
peat what they know of Bethlehem, a town about five or six 
miles from Jerusalem. Perhaps they can tell of Ruth, who 
chose to be a gleaner in the field-corners near Bethlehem, 
dnd have God’s people for her people, and the true God for 
her heavenly Father, rather than stay in her own iand where 
they worshiped strange gods. What can they tell of ashepherd 
boy who watched his flocks in those same fields that the shep- 
herds did that first Christmas Eve,—the boy who became a 
king, and sang praises and prayers that we repeat now? It 
was here in Bethlehem that Jesus Christ was born. Bethle- 
“hem means “house of bread.” How truly it was named, 
when he who was born there came to be “ the bread of life” 
to the hungry souls of the whole world ! 

Wise Men of the East,—Far off in the country where 
Daniel was a captive boy, there were wise men, scholars who 
studied the sky and the writings of olden times. They often 
told the meaning of dreams and signs. It was believed that 
about this time a great king would come in Judea who would 
reign over all the world. The wise men who watched the 
heavens saw a strange bright star shining in the sky in the 
direction of Judea. (Show localities om map, or trace on 
paper or clats slate.) They resclved to go to Jernsalem to 
seek for the one who was born King of the Jews. Does God 
always help those who search and strive to find Jesus ? 

* Herod the King.—The wise men had a long journey over 
mountains and deserts. We suppose they rode on camels, 


and brought their food and treasures with them. They came’ 


to Jerusalem, through the gates into the city, a travel-worn 
company, asking, as they rode on, “‘ Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews?” They supposed the whole cityful of 
people would be glad, and know how to direct them. They 
knew it was a little child, for they said a new king was born. 
They wanted to welcome him, for they said they came to 
worship. The king, Herod, soon heard of their coming. He 
was troubled, so were his princes and the people who wanted 
Herod’sfavor. The king sent for the priests and scribes, and 
said they should tell him where the promised Christ should 
be born. They were men who studied the Scriptures, the 
laws, and the prophets. They told Herod it was written 
that in little Bethlehem, the least of the cities of Judah, 
should come a governor to rule. Was Herod pleased? What 
did he do? z 

Scripture and Star.—Herod sent secretly for the wise men. 
There was something in his wicked heart he would not show 
to others. He questioned the wise men. When did you first 
see the star? Where? Herod was told the place the Scrip- 
ture had said should be the birthplace of the child. “Go 
to Bethlehem,” he said, ‘‘and search diligently.” Herod 
planned touse the wise men for his own purpose. “ When you 
have found him,” said the king, “ bring me word.” Need he 
have told such a lie as when he said, “‘ Bring me word, that I 
also may come and worship him’? Was it worship when 
he sent soldiers to kill every boy-child in Bethlehem, to be 
sure that he destroyed the infant Christ? The Scriptures 
helped the wise men; for God used the wicked planning king 
to tell them what the prophets had written. Did you ever 
see a “search-light”? It is a clear electric light, whose 
wide rays move across the sky like an arm of light, and can 
rest far out over sea or land, and show places miles away. 
The bright rays from the star of Bethlehem went before the 
wise men, guiding them across the plains, until the light rested 
over the very house where the child was, 

Worship and Gifts.—Witk great joy they found the child 
with Mary his mother. After his birth in the stable because 
there was no room for them in the crowd, some lowly house 
had been found. The wise men greeted the babe as a king. 
They fell down and worshiped him ; ‘then they opened their 
treasures. His little hands could not hold the gold they gave 
which his mother needed to supply his wants. The room 
and all the air around was sweet with their gifts of spices 

and costly odors. His worship on earth had begun ; first the 
humble shepherds, then the wise ones of the world. None 
are too poor, and none too wise, to give him love, praise, ser- 
vice. Will you keep the Christmas-time with the King in 
your thoughts? Will you end the old year and begin the 
new with heart gifts to him who was the Child of Bethlehem? 


Louisville, Ky. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY JULIA BE. PECK. 


Many of you have seen pictures of Mary and Joseph, and 
the babe in the manger. Some of you know the story about 
these pictures, and you may tell it to me now. The chil- 


dren may remember their Christmas lessons and songs. As 
an introduction, allow them to tell the story, reserving all 
emphasis on the shepherds with their flocks, or the angel 
chorus, for another Christmas lesson. , 
After we have told all that we can remember about the 
story, I am going to ask you to describe all that you saw in 
the pictures of the mother and babe, and do not leave out 
anything, for we wish to have it all. Allow'a description in 
detail-of the pictures, because it is possible in this way to get 
comprehensive results as to the child’s needs, and suggestions 
to the teacher of neglected points in former lessons. Good 
pictures of the Madonna and chill are easy to obtain; also 
be provided with a picture of a camel with its trappings, 
to show how the wise men traveled. As John appears in 
some of those pictures, only speak of him incidentally, in 
order to avoid confusing their minds by introducing more 
characters and events than are already set forth, 

Tt may be necessary to teach something of customs and 
manners. Teach these by comparison with our own times, 
according to likeness and difference. In reference to the 
magi, study Chapter XI. in Geikie’s “ Life of Christ,” It will 
hardly be safe to use the legends given in this chapter unless 
the children are able to distinguish between the legends and 
the Bible story. 

The wise men had been watching for a sign which should 
show them where to find their Lord,—a king whom God had 
promised them. Such words as these had been said of the 
promised King and his kingdom: “And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 7 : 14). 

In talking of the star, let the children go to the window, 
and point to the sky, showing the direction in which the 
wise men followed the star. To make the scene more vivid, 
describe the journey of the wise men, on their camels, by 
night, across the desert, 

If the prophecies of the expected Messiah are used, read, 
for reference, J. H. Allen’s “ Fragments of Christian His- 
tory,” Chapter I.; “The Messiah and the Christ,” also “ Life 
of Jesus for Young People,” by H. N. Brown, Chapter VIII; 
“The Expected Messiah.” The children need hear only 
about those who were expecting Christ; for the name Jew, 
Gentile, or Roman, would confuse them. 

You remember that the people had been watching for this 
glorious King for years and years, and were not only expect- 
ing him, but were getting ready to meet him. Some of them 
thought that, if they could only keep up an appearance of 
being very good, this wonderful new king would give them a 
high place in his kingdom (Pharisees). Others thought the 
King delayed his coming because the people were still so 
wicked (Essenes). 

If Herod is introduced, let the children know something 
of this unhappy king, waiting impatiently for the return of 
the wise men, dreading to hear their report. In speaking of 
Herod, only give the account of him immediately related to 
this lesson, A further account of his deeds of wickedness 
might leave the children with their thoughts centered on 
Herod, and turned from the magnitude of the chief event, 
—the birth of Jesus. 

If the teacher considers that the impressive story of this 
great event is an incomplete lesson, needing a more personal 
application, the golden text might furnish the emphasized 
thought: “He shall save his people from their sins.” With 
this emphasis read Chapter IX, in Geikie’s “ Life of Christ,” 
The story of Herod and the magi can be made incidental, 
and the thoughts centered on the birth of a Saviour for all 
mankind. 

Northampton, Mass. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY H. B, TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.R.8. 


Tue Maai.—Popular tradition and ecclesiastical art have 
combined to represent the Magi, or ‘‘ wise men of the East,” 
as royal personages, as only three in number, one being an 
Ethiopian, and as coming from farther Arabia. For none of 
these ideas is there the slightest historical warrant. It is 
curious that the first time we find their names mentioned in 
history is by a writer in the far West, the Venerable Bede, 
the glory of the infant Northumbrian Church (born A, D. 
673), who tells us that their names were Melchior, Gaspar, 
and Balthasar,—a statement probably derived from some tale 
brought to England by an Eastern pilgrim. The thoroughly 
legendary character of the story may be inferred from the 
curious description given by Bede, who says that the first, Mel- 
chior, a white-haired old man, with a long beard and locks, 
carried the gold to the Lord as king. Gaspar, the second, a 
beardless youth of ruddy countenance, carried the incense for 
an offering to the Lord as God. The third, Balthasar, a brown 
man with a bushy beard, honored the Son of man with 
myrrh. Setting legend aside, the sacred narrative, by calling 
them “ Magi,” points to their country in the East as being 
Persia. The idea that they came from Arabia was probably 





founded on the prophecy, “The kings of Sheba and Seba 


shall offer gifts.” The Magi, or wise men of Persia and 
Chaldea, were the fathers of astronomy, and devoted them- 
selves to the study of the movements and changes of the 
stars, for which their bright atmosphere gave them excep- 
tional opportunities. It is even said that the satellites of 
Jupiter can there be seen by the naked eye. No doubt they 
mixed astrology with their astronomy, but it was of a very 
different kind from the charlatanry of the West, incorrectly 
identified with it. Followers of the Zend religion, they were 
monotheists, and not idolaters, and from the time of Cyrus 
had shown warm sympathy with the Jews and their religion. 
We cannot but recall the utterance of the Magus Balaam, 
“There shall come a Star out ef Jacob.” Connected with the 
general expectation, which Greek and Roman writers tell us 
was prevalent throughout the. world at that, period, of the 
coming of a great deliverer, their astrological instinct would 
at once associate with this belief the appearance of a new 
and unknown star. 

“Gop, FRANKINCENSE, AND Myrru.”’—The presenting 
of gifts invariably accompanied, as it still does in all Eastern 
countries, the visit of an inferior to a superior, and especially 
from a subject to his suzerain; and we can hardly refuse to 
assign to these gifts (gold and perfumes being specially 
recognized as gifts to be offered in paying homage to a prince) 
asymbolical meaning. The idea of the Saxon Bede is, proba- 
bly, not far from the truth,—that the gold implies the recog- 
nition of the sovereignty of Jesus; the frankincense, the 
adoration due to him as a divine personage ; and the myrrh, 
the bitterness of the trials he should bear in his humanity. 


The College, Durham, England. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING, 


“ Wise Men.”—Tradition speaks confidently of their num- 
ber, names, and rank. They were three: Gaspar, Melchior, 
and Balthasar, all of royal dignity, with great retinues, In 
later ages their bodies were said to have been discovered and 
carried to honorable sepulture in the Church of St. Sophia 
in Constantinople. Taken thence, they reposed awhile in 
Milan. Finally they were transported to Cologne. No 
visitor to the magnificent cathedral in that city is likely soon 
to forget the sight of the gorgeous shrine of The Three Kings, 
treasured there with such pride. Wherever they came from; 
these men seemed to have belonged to a class who, according 
to Wisdom of Solomon 13, were more leniently judged by the 
Jews than were other idolaters. They “deemed either fire 
or wind, or the swift air, or the circle of the stars, or the vio 
lent water, or the lights of heaven, to be the gods which 
govern the world....They are the less to be blamed, for 
peradventure they err, seeking God, and desirous to find 
him.” The practice of astrology has not yet disappeared in 
the East. There are still men reputed ‘‘ wise” among the 
ignorant, who are believed to be able to gather much infor- 
mation concerning men and nations by observing “ the circle 
of the stars.” 

“WHERE Is He THAT Is Born KING OF THE JEWs?... 
AND WHEN Herop... HEARD IT, HE WAS TROUBLED,” ETC.— 
Lay alongside of this narrative the Talmudic acccunt of what 
transpired in Egypt in Moses’ time, and we see the influence 
of this gospel, even among the Jews, and an indirect testi- 
mony to its early prevalence. “And the wise men (Magi) 
said unto Pharaoh, the child is found who shall lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt. Then Pharaoh pondered it in his 
heart, and ordered that all males born should be cast into the 
river.” 


Birmingham, England. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY AMOS R. WELLS. 


FOR THE TEACHER. 


1, Tue WonperFvt Brera (v.1).—When was Jesus born, 
according to our calendar? How did the mistake in number- 
ing our years occur? How were the times ripe for Christ’s 
advent? In what different ways was his birth foretold? (Acts 
8:34; Luke 1: 17,35.) Who was his mother? His reputed 
father? Why did God incarnate his divinity in a human 
form? (1 Cor. 15 : 16-22.) What associations clustered 
around Bethlehem? (Ruth 1: 19; 1 Sam.16:1.) What 
were Mary and Joseph doing there? (Luke 2: 1-4.) What 
wonderful circumstances aitended his birth? (Luke 2 : 8-18.) 
How many Herods are named in the New Testament ? 
Which was this? What was his office? His character? 
(Matt. 2:16.) Who was emperor of Rome? (Luke 2: 1.) 

2. THe Wisk Men (vs. 1, 2).—About how long after 
Christ’s birth did the wise men come? From what country? 
What sort of men were these Persian “Magi”? Why did 
they come to Jerusalem, of all Jewish cities? Whence did 
Persia, and other nations of the time, get their widespread 
expectation of a coming Messiah? What are the three ways 
of understanding this reference to “his star”? Why, since 
Christ was divine, was such a celestial manifestation to have 
been expected? What lesson for us in this search of the 
wise men? 





3. Hgrop’s Councit (vs. 3-6).—How did these tidings 
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threaten Herod’s power? The power of his officers? Why 
should others also dread the coming of a contestant to 
Herod's authority? What classes of people are always 
troubled at the approach of Christ in his religion? How 
may it be that “chief priests” is used in the plural? (2 
Chron, 23:8; 36:14; Luke 1:5.) What other explana- 
tion is possible? Who were the scribes? (2 Chron. 34: 13.) 
What prophet wrote the passage quoted? (Micah 5 : 2.) 
What was the “land of Judah”? (Josh. 18:5.) For what 
does “ princes of Judah” stand, in this comparison? How 
is the correct translation of the Revised Version, verse 6, last 
clause, also a more fitting expression? How has this babe of 
Bethlehem truly become the greatest of all earthly sovereigns? 

4. Herop’s Commission (vs. 7, 8).—Why should Herod 
call the wise men secretly? What may one usually be right 
in suspecting, when matters must be kept secret? Why did 
Herod wish to find out accurately just when the star had 
appeared? (Matt. 2:16.) How do men in modern times 
pretend to be ready to worship Christ. while, like Herod, 
they are seeking to slay him? 

5. Tue WonvErRFUL Star (vs. 9, 10).—In what two ways 
may “in the east” be interpreted? In what part of the sky 
must the star have been, to go before one on the way from 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem? What difficulty is here if one 
attempts to explain the marvelous appearance by the con- 
junction of Jupiter and Saturn that then occurred? Why 
might the Magi well rejoice? How had God made Herod’s 
wrath to praise him ? 

6. Tue Girrs (v. 11).—How long was this after the night 
when Mary had been compelled to take temporary shelter in 
a stable? What form of salutation is hinted at in “ feil 
down”? What in the history of Christ’s church may the 
visit of the shepherds on the night of his birth be said to 
foretell? (Mark 12:37.) And this visit of the Magi? (Luke 
13: 29.) What is frankincense? myrrh? For what was 
the first used? the second? Why were they valuable gifts? 
How may these three gifts be said to recognize Christ as a 
man, aking, andGod? What gifts did Christ bring to men? 
What should be our gifts to him ? 

FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. |. 

1, When was Christ born? 2. Where? 3. Who sought 
him out the night he was born? 4. What very different 
visitors came a few weeks later? 5. Who and what directed 
them there? 6. What offerings did they bring? 7. What 
Christmas lessons do you learn from the wise men and their 
gifts? 

Boston, Mass. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


THE SPIRIT’S CALL. 





YAMIN YE. HOEVER WILL, 
( \ FROM ICKEDNESS, 
JMU To THE VW ATER OF LIFE. 





RISE, HE CALLETH THEE. 





— — —_—— - — —~ — — 





EDEEMER, 
ULER, 
EWARDER. 





PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD. 


‘ 











HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“ We three kings of Orient are.” 

“ Brightest and best of the sons of the morning.” 
“When marshaled on the nightly plain.” 

“ He leadeth me, O blessed thought!” 

* Joy to the world! the Lord is come.” 

“IT will guide thee with mine eye.” 





LESSON SUMMARY. 


The first Christmas was a new beginning in the world’s 
history, and it was, and is, and is to be, the center of thought 
and of life, as well as of history, for all the world. The record 
of time is divided by that date into the years before Christ 
and the years after the birth of Christ. 

All the ages before had been ages of prepafation for the 
coming of Christ. All the ages since have been ages of ex- 
perience under the teachings and influence of Christ. 

A Babe was born in a manger in Bethlehem. A star in 
the heavens pointed wise men from afar to the place of his 
birth. Angels sang songs of rejoicing. Shepherds were told 
of the meaning of his coming. The king on his throne was 
troubled over the possibilities that centered in that Child’s 
birth. Gifts were laid at his feet by representatives of the 


magnitude of that event, or the blessed results which were 
to come from that new beginning. 

What is this event to you and to me, to us and to ours? 
This is the question for teacher and scholars alike. Our 
share in the event of that first Christmas decides our eternal 
destiny. 


ADDED POINTS. 
Before the birth of Jesus, men were looking for his coming. 
Hearts which do not know of Jesus are longing for that 
which he alone can give. 
Who can point us toBSaviour? That is a question for 
the wisest to ask; and it is a question which the simplest- 
minded wants an answer to. 
He who would be a ruler in this world is troubled at the 
thought that his Master is likely to call him to account. 
Christianity did not begin with the birth of Christ. The 
prophets declared its truths long years before that event. 
They who seek Christ rejoice when they find him. 
He who realizes what is found in Jesus gives good gifts to 
him gladly. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


———»—__—. 
NEW YEAR RENEWALS. 


The New Year occasion, suggestive of reviewing and 
renewing, is an opportunity also for the Sunday-school 
worker, who, no doubt, will be considering how he can 
put it to special use. 

Perhaps, in his New-Year renewal of work and in- 
fluence, he may require New Year's cards for distribu- 
tion, and would prefer a home-made one. Here is a 
hint from the Rev. Dr. McCook of Philadelphia, whose 
taste and spirit in Sunday-school methods are widely 
recognized,—a New Year’s greeting printed in two colors 
on a card, for distribution in the Sunday-school of the 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church : 

me 











New YEAR’s Day, A. D. 1893. 


YOUR PASTOR 


WIsHEs You ALL 
A NEw HEART AND A NEw SPIRIT. 





To walk in newness of life, 
And serve in newness of spirit, 
With Jesus Christ, the new and living way, 
During all this New Year of our Lord’s grace. 
DEAR CHILDREN OF MY FLOCK: 
Fear God lovingly, 
Trust Christ wholly, 
Serve man unselfishly, 
Hate sin heartily, 
Resist temptation sturdily. 

Keep your bodies clean; keep your souls pure; keep 
your temper sweet; keep your word true; keep 
your honor bright; keep cheerfully, dutifully, 
and usefully busy ; 

AND GOD KEEP YOU, 
AND GIVE you A Happy NEw YEAR. 
Henry C. McCook, 


—_ —EEE 








ee 








form of a booklet, as this year for Mr. H. B. Carpenter’s 
Bible class of young men in the Broad Street Baptist 
Sunday-school of Central Falls, Rhode Island,—several 
pages bound together by a ribbon, containing 4 story in 
verse to show that “ A Single Head of Wheat,” brought 
by him who serves the reapers tirelessly, may rank with 
sheaves in the Lord’s approval. 

Or, if the message is specially for the Sunday-school 
teacher, the word of exhortation in love may well be 
something like this recent one to the teachers of. the 
First Presbyterian Sunday-school of Philadelphia : 

DEAR TEACHER: 

Will you suffer a word of exhortation with reference 
to our Sunday-school from those who have its welfare deeply 
and anxiously at heart? 

It bears specially upon your personal relation to your own 
class. Will you not make it a season of 

1, PUNCTUALITY? 
As a rule, if a teacher is always in his place, the scholars are 
likewise in theirs. There is nothing which does more to hold 
a class together than being ALWAYS THERE; and there is noth- 
ing which more surely scatters a class than irregularity of 
attendance on the part of the teacher. Will you not strive to be 
in your place every Sunday? And when you cannot, will you 
not see that a SUBSTITUTE is there, WITH A MESSAGE TO THE 
CLASS FROM YOU EXPLAINING TO THEM YOUR ABSENCE? 
This will make them feel that they are not forgotten ; that they 
are of some consequence ; that you really care for them; and 
it will bind them to you. 
2. VISITING. 
Once at least, oftener if you can, but once at least, will you 





euwide nations, Yet no one on earth then realized the full 


Sometimes the New Year’s souvenir will take the 


will do a world of good, not only to the scholar, but also to the 


parents, 
3. CLosE WoRK. 


Will you not make the CONVERSION of the children your 
great, constant aim? Will you not press oftener upon them 
their duty to become Christians Now ? 
If we pledge ourselves to these three, 

Punctuality, 

Visiting, 

Close Work, 
and keep our pledge, the result is not in doubt. God will own 
and will reward our fidelity, and give us a prosperous, soul- 
saving school this winter. 

GEORGE D. BAKER, Pastor. 
GEORGE GRIFFITHS, Supt. 

In considering such an appeal as this, however, it is 
important for the teacher to bear in mind that he may 
be a cause of stumbling to one of Christ’s little ones by 
pressing for the conversion of a child who is already in 
Christ. Many a child who is a trustful believer is be- 
wildered by his teacher’s appeal to him to “ become a 
Christian.” Training a child in the knowledge and love, 
of Christ may be the chief work of a faithful teacher. 
This winter calling, having an impulse in the New 
Year occasion, will in many instances pass beyond the 
Sunday-school teacher’s actual class, and become a search 
for new scholars, or even a general neighborhood visi- 
tation. In such work blanks are often used. A speci- 
men may be taken in one of the forms devised for the 
Light Street Presbyterian Sunday-school of Baltimore, 
—an inexpensive leaflet for general distribution in parish 
visiting : 
LIGHT STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHUROH SCHOOL, 
ADMISSION OR INFORMATION BLANK. 


Please write, or ask your parents or teacher to write, CORRECTLY,, 
with pencil, the answers to the following questions, and return this 
next Sabbath, on entering the room, to the Secretary of your depart- 
‘ment. If parents are not members or attendants of any church, 
leave the space blank. If you writé the answers yourself, or your 
teacher writes them for you, please have your parent or guardian 
look over this before handing it in, to see that it is correct, and to 
read the part addressed to them. 


BIRD sacconece sesacceee sodeecess sovebe 189... 

Wramae Fak GATE, . ccicesce scsocecesiesvocesss cicssnece sévcsseee aesotneis sinees snnetoets 
Residemse (Bl twhet ad We.) vi ciepasces ceskes svcodesee cosceccsesossssdassens S 
Date of birth...........++.. 189... Whether baptized (christened)... 
What other Sabbath-school do you attend ?............+yecsessespenes 
Brought to this sghool Byeercocccccicce scores cscecscve ton ce-secosdiee ogeess 
Fall name of father (or guardian),............csssseee cesses cesses eseeeenes 
TERRE RMS OF MROUIIB, cesses sccsecesccscvece soctes crogeospeese cosced eusesocnseil 
Church to which father (or guardian) belongs...........0..s00+ses00 
* FF . CR IRI. 0 cco cs cceinee cxc0ts canes secede nedecael 


Church attended by father (or guardian)...........0..ccsesseee seseeeees 
r ’ FR ick aneses sencevcte concceces sosceeses sh skeneelnas 





To the Parents or Guardian : 

The bearer has applied for admission to our school, and if it is in 
accordance with your wishes, PLEASE DO Us THE FAVOR to read over 
all on this paper, and to fill out, or see that the above blanks are 
filled out correctly. 

We are interested in our members, and ask ONLY such questions as 
are necessary to enable us to work to their best advantage. We 
would like to know you personally, and to that end we will be glad 
to welcome you at any session of our school, which is held every 
Sabbath afternoon throughout the year, from 2.30 to %.45 o'clock 
You will not feel out of place. 

E. F. ARTHURS, Supt. 
Pastor. 


REV. KINLEY McMILLAN, ° 
Recording Secretary. 


R. E. L. BUTLER, 








net visit each of your scholars this winter in his home? It 


1: Te icccivictpasina 189... 





The pastor and superintendent may also desire, at the 
beginning of the year, to make a canvass of the Sunday- 
school, and a special appeal to believing scholars not 
members of the church, particularly to adults and young 
people. 

To thig end a form may be of value for occasional 
rather than frequent pse,—such, for example, as the one 
sometimes used in the Pilgrim Congregational Sunday- 
school of Cleveland, Ohio, of which the Rev. Charles 8. 
Mills is the pastor. This is a four-page leaflet contain- 
ing questions, with blanks for answers in writing. The 
applicant for church-membership gives in the blank form” 
his name, age, residence, and other general information, 
followed by answers to more explicit questions, such as 
these: “Do you love the Lord Jesus? Dp you accept 
the Lord Jesus as your personal Saviour? Why do 
you desire to unite with the church? Do you make 
a practice of daily prayer? Do you read ‘and study 
the Scriptures? Do you intend, in coming into 
Christ’s church, to give yourself, with God’s help, 
heartily to his service? ’”’ The applicant is also asked if 
ire assents to the Confession of Faith and Covenant of 
that church, so far as he understands them. But, ina 
note at the end of the blank form, he is reminded that, 
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“if he prefers, |.e may make application in the form of 
a letter, expressing his belief; ” and the note closes with 
this explanation: “ We trust that it will be understood 
that, while answers to the questions upon this form are 
desired as a token of sincerity of purpose, all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and desire to follow him, will be 
heartily welcomed.” 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


AMONG THE HOLIDAY BOOKS. 


Popular art-literature is not so plentiful that there 
need be a cold welcome for such a volume as Mr, 
Willis O, Chapin’s The Masters and Masterpieces of 
Engraving (New York: Harper & Brothers. $10); for 
when one undertakes to make an elementary study of 
the development of any branch of art,—painting, en- 
graving, sculpture, architecture, music,—he finds many 
books on particular periods, styles, or artists, but few 
comprehensive or detailed surveys, Mr. Chapin’s vol- 
ume, while it does not possess any commanding author- 
ity as an original or weighty treatise, has two considera- 
blemerits: First, it presents a well-chosen, well-produced, 
and also large, array of selected masterpieces of the en- 
graver’s art, reproduced by “ heliogravure,” or printed 
from type-block copies of the woodcuts; and, second, it 
accompanies these pictures, which form a sort of history 
in themselves, by a clear and straightforward statement 
of schools, influences, styles, names, titles, and dates, in 
German, Italian, French, English, and American art. 
The copied woodcuts are certainly no better than (if as 
good as) those in Linton’s History of Wood-Engraving in 
America, or Woodberry’s more genera! account of wood- 
a But the heliogravures—a modification’ of 
the photdgravure process—are unexpectedly and dis- 
tinctly successful in their attempt to re-present famous 
or admirable plates. Specially commendable are the 
copies of Raimondi’s Raphael’s Lucretia and Tarocchi 
Card’s Primo Mobile. The glazed paper on which the 
text is printed is a trial to the evening eye, and the 
stamped leather binding can hardly be called artistic. 

The holiday purchaser in search of a less expensive 
volume will hardly commend all the pictures accompany- 
ing the new impression of Charles Reade’s striking story 
of The Cloister and the Hearth (2 vols. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. $8), or which Mr. William Martin 
Johnson has made many sketches. The temptation to 
indulge in mere adornment is sometimes, in thg illus- 
trated Christmas gift-book, too strong to be resisted. 
Illustrators may well remember Edmund Clarence 
Stedman’s neat saying: ‘ Construction should be 
decorated, not decoration constructed.” In the case 
of the new edition of Miss Sarah O. Jewett’s peren- 
nially enjoyable sketches of Deephaven (which rep- 
resents York, Maine, or any old-time and gently de- 
cadent seaport neighborhood), the illustrators, Charles H. 
and Marcia O. Woodbury, have added to familiarity 
with the scenes portrayed a power of reproducing the 
marine spirit in their pictures of things animate and in- 
animate. The book is published by Houghton, Mifflin, 
& Co., Boston, at $2.50. The spirit of the author’s words 
is also caught and transferred, for the beholder’s benefit, 
in Mr. R. B. Birch’s sketches for Mrs. Burnett’s auto- 
biography, The One I Knew Best of All (New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. $2). Childhood is sweeter for 
what Mrs, Burnett has written about it—about it, not for 
it—in this work. Mr, Birch’s representations will appeal 
to adults rather than to the young, though they are 
pretty enough for anybody. 

Mr. William Winter’s Life and Art of Edwin Booth 
(New York: Macmillan & Co. $2.25) is to be mentioned 
here only from its illustrated character, and because its 
anticipated pictures prove to be so disappointing. Some 
of them are “artotype” reissues, reduced in size, of 
Hennesoy’s well-known drawings of ‘ Edwin Booth in 
Twelve Dramatic Characters,” so admirably engraved by 
Linton in 1871, but here almost spoiled. 

A word of mention may be given to Little, Brown 
& Co,.’s reissue (3 vols. $5) of Cuthbert Bede’s well- 
known old “ rollicking” story of college life, The Adven- 
tures of Verdant Green, which is now accompanied by a 
volume devoted to Little Mr. Bouncer and his Friend, Mr. 
Verdant Green, and [other] Tales of College Life. One 
need not stop here to discuss the question whether Ver- 
dant Green is a masterpiece of literary art, or whether a 
clergyman was wise in writing so bibulous a novel; the 
reissue, however, is properly to be noticed on the ground 
that it shows, once more, that the true “ library edition” 
is likely to be a more acceptable Christmas present than 








the technical gift-book. Little, Brown & Co,’s new 
American edition of Dumas has been, for this reason, 
taken into the list of books issued by those most fastidi- 
ous of London publishers, the Dents, to whom re-readers 
of old-time classics owe so much, 





The Life and Times of Bishop White. By the Rev. Julius H. 
Ward. (12mo, pp. 199. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. $1.) 


There is no more winning character in American 
church history than that of Bishop White, nor any that 
lingers in kindlier fashion in the popular recollection. 
It is to be regretted that he found no adequate biographer 
in his own time; nor can Mr. Ward’s book, in the 
Makers of America series, be accepted as adequate 


to its purpose, although it contains a good deal of mate-- 


rial for an estimate of its hero, and of the great work he 
did in shaping his own denomination. Mr. Ward as a 
New-Englander fails to catch the tone of the Middle 
State society in which the bishop lived. He has used 
the scissors too freely upon materials he should have 
absorbed and reproduced ; and he is not permeated by 
the historic spirit, which accepts disliked facts and ex- 
plains them rather than laments over them, Thus he 
characterizes the Low Church as “a party which has 
béen in the past antagonistic t6 the development of the 
Episcopal Church, and which, in the days of its numeri- 
cal strength, was a constant source of irritation and 
trouble in the growth of the church.” This of Bedell, 
Macllvaine, Tyng, and Vinton! In dealing with de- 
tails he often betrays the partisan spirit. He passes 
lightly over Bishop Hobart’s treatment of Bishop Chase, 
and his conduct in the matter of the General Theological 
Seminary, apparently with the purpose to find no flaw 
in the New York bishop. He quotes with emphasis two 
offensive remarks made to Bishop White by Low Church- 
men in the Pennsylvania Convention, but seems to find 
no fault with the good bishop’s own outburst of temper 
when he told the convention he “ had as lief be called a 
Jew or a Turk as a Low Churchman.” It is not in this 
spirit that the Life of Bishop White, the bishop whom 
all men loved, and the typical “ Prayer-book Church- 
man,” ought to have been written; nor can a man who 
objected to the whole class of ideas which cluster around 
the terms “ altar,” “sacrifice,” and “ priest,” be alleged 
on the High Church side as matters now stand. There 
are a good many slips én matters of fact. It is not true 
that at the close of the last century Philadelphia was the 
only place in Pennsylvania where there were adherents 
enough of any one denomination to support a clergy- 
man; or that the Episcopal Church had no churches 
worth mentioning between New York and Philadelphia; 
or that the old College of Philadelphia was an Episco- 
palian institution. And Mr, Ward’s notions of the 
religious conditions on the Western frontiers of the 
country are not based on knowledge. 


A Short History of the English People. 
Green. (Illustrated edition. 
Vols. I, and II., 931. 
$5 per volume.) 


The second volume of the illustrated edition of Green’s 
well-known history of England, edited by Mrs. Green 
and Miss Norgate, has been published in this country 
by the Harpers. The first volume was duly mentioned 
here on its appearance, and it only remains to add that 
the pictures in this new installment are fully as interest- 
ing and valuable as those in the former, although, as the 
history comes down two hundred and fifty years later, 
they are sometimes more familiar. It is hard to free the 
mind from the thanght that illustrations are an intrusion 
in the solid pages of history, but they. certainly do give 
much more vivid ideas to the average reader; and in 
this instance it was the expressed desire of the author 
that English history should be so interpreted. Some of 
the full-page illuminations in this second volume are 
notably beautiful in color. The series of “ notes on illus- 
trations ” gives much interesting information. The work 
will be completed in four volumes, 


By John Richard 
Vol. II. 4to, total pages of 
New York: Harper & Br others. 


David Balfour. By Robert Louis Stevenson. (12mo, pp. xiii, 
406. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, $1.50.) 


It is always a somewhat dangerous experiment to 
write a sequel to a novel, and it seems especially in- 
artistic to give a summary of the preceding book in the 
beginning, as Mr. Stevenson has done, in summarizing 
Kidnapped in the present story. Still, even with the 
sense of annoyance that this causes, there is enough in 
the new work to counteract the reader’s first impression, 
and to create an interest. One would think that the 
field of Scotland in the days of the Pretenders had been 
well harried, and that, since Scott and Thackeray have 
made it theirs, modern writers would shrink from putting 
themselves into comparison with the masters, But there 





seems to be a perennial interest in the time, its intrigues, 
its legal circumlocutions, its sturdy manhood and staunch 
womanhood, and in the mingled simplicity and cunning 
of Scotch character. And there is a pleasure in Mr, 
Stevenson’s strong, breezy style, when so much of the 
writing of to-day is so artificial and over-finished. 


Classified fhe of the Records of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of t el in Foreign Parts, 1701-1892. (8vo, pp. 
xvi, 980. on: Published by the Society.) 


Missionary veal has lately received an important 
addition in the volume above named, which packs within 
a thousand pages much information, hitherto inaccessi- 
ble or inconvenient of access, concerning a venerable 
and still active society of the Church of England. The 
tone of statement is not always broadly catholic, but the 
arrangement of facts, in general and in particular, excel- 
lently combines comprehensiveness with compactness, 
There. is, among other data, considerable information 
concerning early missions in America and the relation 
of the Church of England to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church organized after the Revolution. The oldest 
mission chronicled is South Carolina, 1702; the latest, 
Manchuria, 1892. 


The Ethics of Hegel : Translated Selections from his Rechtapht- 
~— ie, with an Introduction by J. Macbride Sterrett, 
D (12mo, pp. xii, 216. Boston: Ginn & Co. $1.) 


Dr. Sterrett, whose work on the Philosophy of Religion 
showed his devotion to the great German, claims that the 
new interest in ethical philosophy is due to his teachings. 
This is a strong claim on behalf of a writer who gave 
ethics no more than a gecondary place as a branch of the 
philosophy of law, and whose influence in Germany is now 
less than that of Kant, Herbart, or Schopenhauer. Ip 
the Intrcduction, Dr, Sterrett summarizes Hegel’s phi- 
losophy with especial reference to his ethical position, 
In the body of the book are carefully translated extracts, 
which often suggest new points of view as to the life of 
the individual], the family, and the state; but they hardly 
constitute a complete discussion of ethical truth, 


Donald Mar - Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. (16mo, pp. aa, 
Boston : : Hong ton, Mifflin, & Co, $1.) 


The latest book by Mrs. Ward is a college story. The 
hero is a gay, popular boy, who is a ringleader in mis- 
chief of all kinds, and yet “comes out all right in the 
end” in a manly, self-sacrificing way. 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Several of the magazines make interesting announce- 
ments for the new year. Harper’s will print in January 
a paper on Egypt and Chaldea in the Light of Recent 
Discoveries, by William St. Chad Boscawen, giving a 
summary of the late investigations and finds of Flinders 
Petrie in the former country, and De Sarzec in the latter, 
The principal announcement proffered by The Century 
is to the effect that Mr. Timothy Cole will follow his 
notable series of engravings made directly from famous 
old Italian paintings by a similar series devoted to the 
old Dutch masters. Scribners’ will present'a new novel 
by George Meredith, the esoteric and epigrammatic 
favorite of the intense few. The Atlantic will make a 
specialty of careful and critical discussions of important 
educational topics. It is now addressing itself, in con- 
tents, and in a “ teacher’s edition” of Tennyson offered 
as a premium, somewhat particularly to teachers, The 
North American Review, also, seeks additional support 
from that class by offering to them a yearly subscription 
at $2.75 instead of $5; while The Forum has made a 
general reduction of its rate from $5 a year to $8. With 
phenomenal rapidity The Cosmopolitan and McOlure’s 
Magazine, through novel features, popular, artistic, and 
literary, have won their way into public favor quite 
justly. Of the magazines for children and youth, St. 
Nicholas (which has lately absorbed Wide Awake) 
promises a series of papers on American authors, and 
one on “The Government, and Army and Navy Life.” 
Harper’s Young People abounds in instructive articles, 
as well as in tales and stories for boys and girls, and 
niakes a specialty of its “Order of the Round Table.” 
This sprightly weekly claims advantages possessed by no 
other juvenile publication, Unlike the two preceding, 
The Youth’s Companion has a decided religious tone 
and teaching. Among other attractions it promises an 
important series of articles on “Choosing an Occupa- 
tion.” Our Little Men and Women appeals to the 
younger readers, and a new feature is a kindergarten 
department, conducted by an experienced teacher. The 
Pansy adds two new departments—one of “ Christian 
Endeavor,” which will give the latest news of this move- 
ment, as well as special articles bearing upon the work 
and progress. of the society; another, a department of 





< a % oh > 
ell ae alg lh, Bisbaconrwidicnss pear SN aN 































ee 





we rey me en 


oo a 


~ 


= 


et 


780 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XXXV., No. 49; 








“Athletics and Indoor Games,” one of the 
contributors to it being Mr. A. A. Stagg, 
the famous Yale pitcher. Babyland gives 
the infant reader eight pages printed in 
large type, illustrated, and is “edited by 
the editor of Little Men and Women.” 
Our Little Ones holds its own as a great 
favorite among the children’s monthlies. 
It is known in many homes as an “ an- 
nual” bound volume, and has few real 
rivals in its field. Children’s Work for 
Children (published by the Women’s For- 
eign Missionary Society of the Presby- 
terian Church) is to appear in new and 
enlarged form, with expanded scope, under 
the title Over Sea and Land. The editor, 
Miss Mary Rollins Murphy, is known tothe 
readersof The Sunday School Times by her 
contributions, which display unusual in- 
tellectual poetic strength. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


For a few weeks only, the statement of cir- 
culation will be omitted. At this season of the 
year, when so many subscriptions expire, it is 
impossible to state accurately, at the time of 
going to press, what number of copies will 
be required. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rate is $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per. cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain wnifomm amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, may have such a position in the 
paper, regularly, as he may choose, so far as 
dt will not conflict with earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, nor with the Publishers’ idea 
of the general make-up of the advertising pages. 
All advertising, however, conditioned on an 
appearance upon the list page, will be charged 
an advance of twenty per cent upon the regu- 
lar rates. 





For indigestion, use Horsford’s Acid Phos- 
phate. Dr. W. W. Gardner, Springfield, Mass., 
says: “I value it as an excellent preventative 
of indigestion, and a pleasant acidulated drink, 
when properly diluted with water and aweet- 
ened. ” 
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Are you married? It is the small anno: 
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“DO NOT STAMMER.” 


Office Postmaster-Gen. ‘oun WaANAMAEKER, 
WasHINeTon, D.C. 

To Mr. Epw. 8. JOHNSTON, 
Dear *-I never saw wofte stammer- 
ers than some of Lom wy you sevagns § to me, 
a 


and the cures wrought were 
 - - rful, _ 
Refer also to Geo. W. Cues pre ro 

Eatessiphle Fie oer and Jo! b Wat 
tles& Co. eee The Bun 

Times. Send for 5/-page pamphlet, to 
EDWIN 8S. JOHNSTON’S Institute, 

1083 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








OSTON STAMMERING INSTITUTE and 
TRAINING-SCHOOL, Alwaysopen. Rich 
and poor welcome. 41 Tremont Street. Boston, Mass, 








8s. 8. TEACHERS WILL APPRECIATE 
Pentecost’s Bible Studies 


ON SUNDAY. 
ScHoot Lessons 1894 
fvol., 12mo, cloth, ope $1.00 ; paper, 60 cts. 


“Dr. Pentecost knows how 
both to inform the teacher's 
mind and inflame his heart.” — 
N.Y. B ist. 


“Immensely helpful.”—Qn- 
tral Baptist. 


“Remarkable for its ae. 
fulness, suggestiveness, and 
oe — Presby’n Quar- 

eee 
Tense, etn, clear, and full 
of of goapel fi — — —Presby’ n Wi- 


“Cannot be commended too 
highly.”’—Christian at Work. 


“Extremely valuabie.”— 
Methodist. 


“ Hel and stimulating.” 
—The ddvance, 








AND YOU CANNOT AFFORD 
TO DO WITHOUT THE MONTHLY 


S. S. Lesson Itlustrator 
EDITED BY ABBIE C. MORROW. 
omen eat uniquely be He study bor rifon 0 WL 
ir cost You waywiNe os postal card to send from e 

este ter a noes mon! 


th’strial. You wi will notdo 
without itaflerward. Monthly, only 60 cents a year. 


Fleming H. Revell Company 





New York: 112 Fifth Avenue. 
Rn — rt Curca@o : 148 4 150 Madison St. 
* 140.4.148 VYanee Rt 
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HoweELLs, 
from boyhood to the 


on all news-stands. 


Send One Dollar for One Year to 
The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 
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The literary autobiography of Mr. 
tracing his literary life 


begins in the Christmas issue of 
THE Lapits Home JournaL, and 
will continue throughout 1894. Now 
Ten Cents, 
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Books by H. Clay Trumbull. 


Hints on Child-Training. ,Asre5 of ihisy sides on the nature and 
dren. 31: pages (547% inches). Price, $1.00. 


Teaching and Teachers. 
hand-book on Sunday-school teaching. 





A book of 390 pages (54% toy 
cloth. Price, $1.00, i“ te to-da the popular 


A Model Superintendent. ge eae Oe Scat et of eee, & 


Committee. 
jperintendent t actually did his work. Bound in cloth, with 
pages (5% X7% inches). Price, $1.00, 


Yale Lectures on the Sunday-School. ; wr Origin Mian oe 


Methods, and Auxiliaries, The Lyman Beecher Lectures before Yale Divinity School for 1888. 415 
pages (514 8% inches). ' Handsomely bound in cloth. Price, $1.50. 


For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publishers. . 
JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


It is an object lesson, showing how a 
a fine steel portrait of Mr. Haven. 1 








ae Select Notes. 


F# is conqotied by jonttng pa ay Be Workers, 
over, that Dr. Pelou 
«Select Ne Notes 2 collection = facts, M4 
nati ustrations, and ‘interpretati bearin 
the International Lessons that makes this ok 
ible assistant to every teacher ef 
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PRICE, CLOTH, $1.26, POSTPAID.. 
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ove SEND SPECIME. PAGES FREE to any 
W. 4. WILDE & 00, 
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—® JUST PUBLISHED & 


Hundreds of sets of 
THE NEW EDITION OF THE 1 nce 


The Century 
Geaowe “ OXFORD”: TEACHERS’ BIBLE Dictionary 
With NEW HELPS and MAPS. have been purchased 


At prices from $1.25 to $20.00. 

For sale by all booksellers. .Send for catalogue. 

THOMAS NEESOn & some. 
17th Street, 


as presents to pas- 
tors, Sunday-school 
workers, and friends, 





33 East w York. as wellas for wedding 
gifts. Jt is the most 
_.31500.00 CASH “Waere 
be . 
+5 igi FOR friends unite the cost 


Sits oumastase, 00, 08 | The illustrated pamphlet describing it costs five 
@-cent stamps. Mention Sunday-School Times. 


Jus Century Co., Union Square, N. ¥. City, 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS. 


AMERICAN MESSENGER (Monthly). Full 
of practical Christianity and bright articles; an old- 
time favorite, Single subscription, 25 cents a year; 
5 copies to one address, $1; 20 copies, $3.50; 40 copies, $6. 
THE CHILD’S PAPER (Monthly). The best 
ot all juvenile periodicals; interesting and well il- 
lustrated, Ten or more copies, one year, to one ad- 
dress, 10 cents per copy. Single copies, 25 cents, 
MORNING LIGHT (Monthly). Can be used 
as asemi-monthly. Wholesome reading, choice cuts; 
for younger classes. Terms same as ‘‘Child’s Paper.” 
APPLES OF GOLD. For infant classes, in 
weekly parts; beautiful pictures, large type; a chromo 
picture each quarter. Single eopy, 50 cents; 5 copies, 
35 cents each ; 10 or more copies, 25 cents each, 


The above four, to one subscriber, $1 per year. 
Samples of periodicals sent free. 


American Tract Society, 


150 NASSAU STBEET, NEW YORK. 





THE NEW BIBLE FoR 


Preachers, Teachers, and Students. 


VARIORUM BIBLE WITH T EACHERS' AiDs 


No more appropriate gift fora clergyman or 
one engaged in Bible teaching can be found 
than the new Variorum Reference Bible, with 
Aids and Maps, printed by Messrs, Eyre & 
Spottiswoode on elegant “India paper,” 
bound in best Levant, and offered at $15. 


A 12-page leaflet, giving complete description of 
this unrivaled Bible, sent free on application to 


E. & J. B. YOUNG & CO., 
_42 Cooper Union, New York City. 











A HOLIDAY HINT 
FROM 


D. LOTHROP COMPANY. 


GUERT TEN EYCK. By W.0O. Stoddard. Il- 
——— by Frank T. Merrill. 8vo, cloth, $1.50. 
aur of stirring times that marked the begin- 
wy the Republic, and the early history of 
New York. It is and timely for this 
holiday 4 as great —— is attracted to 
bythe Sone af the : Ly > statue erected 
Rons p narne in Hall 
Park, New York City, and d 
MacMonnies, thed ~ A ner Steen 
tain in the Court of Honor at the World’s Ex- 


All booksellers have our publications; or, sent 
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McClure’s Magazine 


for Christmas. 
On all news-stands. 








Price, 15 cents. 












PROF. HENRY DRUMMOND: “MANLINESS IN 
BOYS,”’ By a New Process. 


An account of the Origin, Growth, and Achi¢vements of The Boys 
pervaded by large-hearted, gracious, and practical humanity. 
by Professor Drummond. 






* Brigade, which is 
There will be other articles 







LEHE?r1 TO-DAY. 


Notes on a Recent Journey. A clear, concise, graphic description by the Nestor of Ameri- 
can Journalism, the distinguished editor of the New York Sun, This article gives one 
the thrill of personal experience when Mr. pane describes the scenes where Christ walked 
and retired with his disciples, 


ARCHDEACON FARRAR AT HOSE: 


A talk with the distinguised divine in his own home, under the shadow of Westminster 
Abbey; recorded by Arthur Warren, and illustrated with ten suberb drawings from life 


by Arthur Jule Goodman. 
MRS. M. 0. W. OLIPHANT: A STORY OF THE 


SEEN AND UNSEEN. 


The story of a mysterious visitor, of divine insight, beneficence, and exaltation. Similar 
in spirit to ‘‘ A Little Pilgrim,” ‘‘Old Lady Mary.” 

_ This beautiful story of thrilling interest revives the impression of Christ’s bodily pres- 
ence on the earth. It is a great sermon and a fascinating story. 


STORIES BY OCTAVE THANET, CONAN DOYLE, 


Portraits of Tennyson, Carlyle, Herschel, Lady Tennyson, and others; the career of 
Governor McKinley, etc., are among the contents. 














> CHARLES A. DANA: JERUSALEM AND. BETH-| item 





McClure’s Magazine 
For 1894. 
In the January issue appears 


HOPE AND IMMORTALITY. 


J. G. WHITTIER. 


A collection of tinpublished letters by the ith 
poet, revealing in & marvelous manner hey th 
and character, his views of immortal 


A THOUSAND MILES IN THE 
« CAB” OF THE « PLYER,” 


MAXIM’S FLYING MACHINE 
and a dozen other articles and stories. 
REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS :' 


2. Stevenson, Gags Givartos King, 
Bret ti — John dy 4 ‘kip 
e udyar 
F. Marion Crawford, traces Le OE otis, 
Orne Jewett, Harris, 
mas Hardy, Biisebeth Seont Phelps, 
sve Thanet, Edward Everett Hale. 
tae ‘cw Lang, 


Notable features tor early publication, 


ARCHDEACON FARRAR 


Has written a powerful and inspiring article for 
ap early issue of MeClure’s. 


D. L. MOODY : THE MAN AND HIS 
WORK, by Professor Drummond. 


Itis twenty years since Mr. Moody secured the 

co-operation of Professor Drum » who has 

worked with him in Great Briela Oring LS 
broad. Professor | 


ous addresses were Galivered a at 
Mr. Moody's conferences in Northfield, 


PROFESSOR DRUMMOND AT 
HOME, by Arthur Warren. 


An illustrated interview, with portraits 
sor Drummond at different ~ h 
will he told the story of Pro 
e beng ork, 


of Profes- 

life. Here 

rummond’s 
5 cents a number; 61.50 a 

The pd mber and January \oues for Scents. Can 


any one afford not to have these two issues? 3A great 
magazine at half-price, A 


S. S. McClure, Limited, 











743 Broadway, New Yorx City. 





“The Little Minister” 


made J. M. Barrie, its author, a household 
He. will tell the romantic story of 
“My Boyhood in Scotland;” 
and Marion Crawford will 


give a picturesque sketch of 


his own eventful “Boyhood 


name. 





in Rome;”— both 


in 














Marion Crawford. 


The Programme next year is brichter than ever. “SWEET CHARITY,” 


in colors, 14% x 21 inches in size, presented to all New (or Renewing) Subscribers. 














the 
delightful series of articles on the Boyhoods 
of Modern Authors, to appear next year in 


The Youth’s Companion. 


& beautiful picture of Coloniai times, 
All New Subscribers sending 


$1.75 now, get Taz Comranion BREE to Jan. 1, and a full year from that date. Sample copies tree. Boston, Mass. 





| SES 








The Blakeslee 





Graded Lessons. 


USED EVERY SUNDAY BY OVER 150,000 SCHOLARS. 


WHAT THEY ARE—WHAT THEY HAVE DONE—WHAT THEY PROPOSE TO DO 
Send postal card for circulars and specimen copies to 


The Bible Study Publishing Co., 21 Bromfield St., Boston. 
















- mC i nay Teh oth | we au WE SELL "RAT Ae Sons 


latest books of or 
yy ED Bane oe Somrams® feo eT, 


cucap | OUT OF | Saaee nea 
| PAPER? | *""aazes 


or price. Send ¢ cents 





EVERY WOMAN 


Needs Dress Patterns for herself or her 
family. Why bu- them, when you 


can get them FREE by subscribing for 





ARTHUR'S 
New Home 
MAGAZINE 


The oldest, cheapest, and best Home 
Monthly published. It contains 1000 pages 
of entertaining and instructive reading, 
by some of our most popular authors, 
Full descriptions of the Latest Fashions ; 
Fancy and NeedleWork designs, etc., and 
costs but 


$1.00 


+k YBAR ¥ 














You get a $2.00 Magazine and $3.00 
worth of patterns for $1.00. 
SEND 5 CENTS FOR A SAMPLE COPY. 
Club Terms and Premium Offers Free, 


Arthur’s New Home Magazine 
Mention this paper. Philadelphia. 














{ 
. 
$ or the best addition to one’s own library is 
WEBSTER’S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY 











i 
t 














Bold by Ail Bookecllore. 
, G. & C. Merriam Co. @ 
| = Springfield, Mass. 
INTERNATIONAL 
waGas reprinia of anc DICTIONARY 
Fas Ae mee es 


halle laced 





veruerww 








Samuel Ward Ce., Boston. 


1,000,000 


v aan meta need 


B The Y hi ghee ony 


on the care of shitdsen, deal. 
ing with food, dress, instruction, etc. 
One hundred "physicians write for it. 
“It will save the child an illness, the 
mother many a sleepless night.” 


“ Worth its weight in gold.”—Boston Transcript. 


$1.00 a Year 


Babyhood Publishing Oo, New York, 
Christmas Concert Exercises. 


With musicand recitations, A of Bilence Ended ; 
Let Earth Receive her King; e 2 Soviour Se Lo: 
Foretold ; Twenty Centuries Ago The Joy of 
mas-Tide: On the Night the Lord was Ona —all by 
Marion a West. The Story of the Christ oy Pre. 


oun or the primary Tee eet: The Christ 











ory Ever Told Seeking the King ; chadiad 
in " 5 on h hundred. 
cen eac rT hu 
Christmas Conce rag hyd =A Christmas Reci- 


tations, 15 cents. 
HENRY D. NOYES & CO., Boston, Mass, 























a | 


Geo. Fie 
XMAS aoe 4 
AT WHOLESALE PRICES. 


French Mixed, 9, 10, 12, and 15 cents 
per pougd, in 25 pound boxes, «~ 


GEORGE MILLER & SON 00., 
956 & 267 South Third Btrest, * Philadelphia. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Vol. XXXV., No. 49. 





PUBLISHERS’ DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Tmt TIMES is ofor new weekly 
at the following rates, for = old or new subscrib- 
ers, These rates include pos 

ONE COPY, one year,... <oe1.50 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance... 5.00 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS. 
school or any set of teachers, or of achetare, 
wit’ supplied with as many copies as may be de- 
sired, at the following yearly club rates : 
For any Duinber o Lg oy ho (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, 
For five or more copies in a 5 pacbage 60 
me cents each. A package thus sent is A beg - to 
one person only, and no names can be written or 
printed on the separate papers. 
rsfor a Peiub may be ordered pont) 
to indie ual addresses at $1.00 each, and a pore 
age to one address, at fifty cents eac , when 20 
esir 





The papers for a club should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter feom one post-office, and 
others In the same school ‘get theirs from another, 
package cl will be sent accordingly. This applies to 

age clubs at fifty cents per copy, to the extent 
hat ~ &. 7 ages may be divi ed into smaller 
five or more copies each, if desired. 

FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten compen pe for in aclub of either 
character, The free comiee for diye | x 
well be sent separately, but w 


Additions may be made at bag time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as many | ordered, and the rate to be 
the proportionate share of the yearly club rate. 
ools that are open during only a portion of the 
ear, mi ay subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
@ as the papers may be required. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
® year, can have he address c banged at any time 
without charge. Members of pack clubs do not 
bave re privilege, but can haves copy transferred 

kage ‘a separate address at the rate ot 

one oot per week for the unexpired time of the sub- 

scription, when it has over six months to run. When 
it has but six months or less to run, the cost to a 7 

> sah ay pl he cents to the end of the subscri tion. If 

weage club subscriber intends to change his or her 

for a few weeks only, we will mai! an extra 

copy, y, on hong as desired, at the rate of three cents 

per wee 

Eutoesthore asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been a All addresses should include 
both county and sta 

Ifaciub Zebecription is renewed by some other 
son than the one who sent the peer ous subscrip 

such person will oblige the lisher by stating pithat 
he club he subscribes for takes.the place of the one 
med last year by... 
e@ paper will not be sent to ‘any ‘subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless b speclal request. The 
for a club will invariably be discontinued at 
ee of the i a on. Renewals should 
there made 


Enough copies of F any one scone of the 
able all’ the teachers of a sch 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be real Foatal Union of = 
countries em in the pans 
the following rates, which include 

One copy, one year, ry ol 

Two or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 

To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 

‘To secure the above rates for two or morecopies, the 
pape pers must be ordered at one time, and they wil! be 

mt either pa A to the individual addresses, or in & 
no age to one whee whichever may be preferred 


‘or Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half- yearly os subscriptions at the above rates, the 
bh A r to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P. O. Box 1550. 








CHURCH FURNISHINGS. 





SPRINGFIELD, Mass,, Nov. 18, 1893. 
Mr. 1 P, Frrw 
= ‘Pearl Bt, New York. 


RAR 8 

The re@ectore laced by you in the Highland Bap- 
tist Church last spring are giving entire satisfaction 
and more than meet our expectations, and would add 
that they consume less gas than we ex ed, 
(ee with a brilliant light, well and even! 
ai and we are pleased to certify to the excel- 
lence of your system of lighting. 

vo ruly, 

A. MAYNARD, 

Chsirmas Building Committee. 


: Church, Lodge, 














GEO. D. SWAN, 
Successor to Baxter C. Swax, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
CHURCH, HALL, arp LODGE 


FURNITURE 
pit Shaira,Somaunion and afta | 


hers’ desks, etc. 
Write for atten to 
246 South Second Street, 
PRILABELPEIA. Pi rh. 6.3.4. 


r PULPIT FURNITURE. 


A. B. L. 27 Sudbury Street, 
5 or Mastoated comloges 


Bins NERS, FOR SI soieat. sepals, 
vfs mr ac 














race. i a 
FLAGS AND Aue Ses. 
SISCO BEROG4., Baitimeore, M 
Sond for ilinstrated caisicgaes 





What do you Wish for, 


in the way of easy work? You can have 
it, if you'll use Pearline. With anything 
you can think of, that water doesn’t hurt, 
the easiest way to wash it or to 
clean it is to take Pearline. 
You can’t do any harm, by 
doing away with that wearing 
rub, rub, rub. Besides, with al- 
most everything, there ‘are 
special reasons why you should 
use Pearline. For instance: 
There’s no shrink to flannels, 


ifthey’re properly washed with it. 
Peddlers and some unscrupulous grocers will tell = 
s 


| Beware: ‘this is as good as” or ‘the same as Pearline.” IT’S 
FALSE—Pearline is never peddled, if your r sends 


ih nbe an imitation, be honest—send it back, * 405 JAMES PYLE, New York, 


PIE 


Like our grandmothers used to make, is the kind 
of pie that any one can make with the delicious modern luxury— 


None-Such coieseaMince Meat 


Pie making in ye olden time was quite a momentous occa- 
sion. Pie making to-day, with Nonn-Sucn Mince Mzat, is 
but a passing incident in the duties of the day—your work ends 
with making and baking the crust. ‘ Nonz-SucH MINcE MEat 
is prepared with the most scrupulous care, every ingredient being 
of the highest quality. Each package makes two large pies. 


If your grocer does not keep the Nong-Sucn brand, send 
12c. to pay postage on full size package by mail. 


7 MERRELL-SOULE CO., SYRACUSE, N.Y. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS. ow: 
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A oxcan BOOK FREE, 


Send us your address on a postal, and you will receive the finest and most 
elaborate Catalogue of Pianos and Organs ever published. It will show you 
the latest and best Send for it to-day. It will 
styles, and how to SAVE $1 Oo. more than please you, 
Write and see how little it WE to get an instrument when you begin right. 
(ORGANS from $27.50 up. (PIANOS from $175.00 up.) 


CORNISH & c0.,— or. —Washington, N. J. 
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MAGIC LANTERNS 4. B. COLT & C0. Now Yor, Manufactare 

















Stereopticons 
LANTERN SLIDES, 


FOR THE 



















“ SCHOOL,” 
THE SABBATH-SCHOOL, 
THE CHURCH. 


Write for catalogue. 


Mention The Sunday 
School Times. 











STEREOPTICONS. 
MAGIC LANTERNS an 


LADIES 


Get your Xmas Gifts. 


HOW ARE YOUR 
CHINA CLOSETS? 


Are the old dishes chipped and cracked, and un- 
suited to setting off a spotiess tablecloth. We will 
replenish it FREE. Why drink poor teas and 
coffees and ruin your health? when you can get the 
best at cargo prices. PREMIUMS for all. 
Dinner, Tea and Toilet Sets, Banquet and Hanging 
Lamps, Watches, Clocks, Music Boxes, Cook Books, 
Watch Clocks, Chenille Table Covers, Cups and 
Saucers, Plates, Knives and Forks, Tumblers, Gob- 
lets, given to Club Agents. GOOD INCOMES 
made by getting orders for our celebrated Teas, 





Coffees, Baking Powder and Spices. 3% Ibs. fine 
teas by mail! or express for $2.00, Charges paid. 
Beautiful Panel, entitied “Baby’s First Christ- 
mas.” (size 14x28inches) FR EE toall Patrons. For 
full particulars, prices, terms and Premium lists, ad- 
dress THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY 
P. O, Box 289, 31 & 33 Vesey Street, N. Y. 


‘THE JUDCES &: 
WORLD’S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION 


Have made the 


HIGHEST AWARDS 


(Medals and Diplomas) to 


WALTER BAKER & CO. 


On each of the following named articles: 


BREAKFAST COCOA,. « « « 
Premium No. 1, Chocolate, . « 














Vanilla Chocolate, . . ++ « 





German Sweet Chocolate, . « 
Cocoa Butter. an6.3 Ses 


For “purity of material,” “excellent flavor,¥ 
and “uniform even rm even composition.” 


WALTER BAKER & CO., DORCHESTER, MASS 


ous 
CHocoLh™ 
ge GREATEST | INVENTION 

p EVERY FAMILY Shout HAVE IT 


Ow, puT UP IN POUND 
orReD ayo y (PER Cay TINCAND 






















@ % ete i 


PHILADELPHIA PA. 








SOLID SILVER 3. 50 

TEA SPOONS 

3 cents per letter extra for engraving. 

The most beautiful pattern made. 
Sent by insured mail (guaranteeing de- 
livery) for 10 cents extra, or C. O. D. on 


approval, if desired. 
ARRINGTON & CO., Columbus, Ohio, 





SCHOOL DRILL GUNS. Cheap! 
Durable and excel- 
lent finish, especial- 
ly manufactured for 
this purpose. 

Apply to 
A. Schoenhut & Co. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


YS | 


Easy, durabie, and cheap. 
A radical cure effected in 








all curable cases. Send for sealed catalogue. 
E@cGLESTon TRvUss Co.,69 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


Se eee 


PF 





ype pe 


ys ee 
SPREE: Bert. Cneapen . rite 
~ pw FIELD Foues 


PuMP Uo., 31] Byistol Ave., Lockport, N. 

















TEACHING © TEACHERS 


’ 

Dr, Trambull’s book, “Teaching and 
Teachers,” has already found its way into 
the hands of many thousand Sunday- 
school workers. It is to-day the popular 
































hand-book on Sunday-school teaching. 


‘Every teacher in Sunday-school will feel 
his work widened in scope by reading this book. 
It is by far the best that has oS seers, ris 
ae to ay on this topic, and the thorough- 

r wh this calls would ny an unspeak- 
able blessing to every school in the land.”— 
The Christian Union. 


A book of 390 pages, bound in cloth hy ~ ne 76 
x S4inches. Price, $1.00. For sale by 
pal Sy or m postpaid, by the publishers, 





JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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December 9,1893] | THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 788 
yen ———______._.__—_—— |AMERICAN FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OFFICE, COMPANY’S BUILDING, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 






















































Would: you rather buy ar 
chimneys, one a week 
year round, or one that lasts 














till some accident breaks it? 
Tough glass, Macbeth’s 
“pearl top” or “pearl glass,” 
almost vet break from heat, 
not one in a hundred. ; \ 
ochhpennatiiamiabtinsenenaes $500,000.00 
Where can you get it? and what does it cost ? : b)) ls CARN OAPI oF oe 
' Your dealer knows where and how much. It = z all other claims... 
Vy x jurplus over all Liabilities, winnee 141, 
costs more than common glass; and may be, he : L ii s TOTAL ASSETS. JAN. 1, 1898. 
—_ . thinks tough glass isn’t good for his business. 3 ; . $3,183,302.47. 
Pittsburgh. Go. A. MacsEeTu Co, 








THOS, H. Lp es rt ae 8 President. 
cma t EROT, 


HARD by ~-ges Sec, and Treas. 
WM, F. WILLIAMS, 4s 








st. Sec, 
DAWSON, Sec. Agency Dept. 














DIRECTORS: 
lg Loy eh amiga People ineel Mora, Son ie Giiltngbam, 
let leather get old before eee siae ees Peale 


Because they did not use John 8, Gerhard. 


=| Cae Bier BEST AS aes Fan 


Washin3 Powder. eresetere 7 RS gL MORTENGES 


its time for want of Vacuum 
Leather Oil; 25c, and your 
money back if you want it. 

Patent lambskin - with-wool-on 



















swob and book—How to Take Care ONLY BY © Address, 7400ma . 
itatinitucs Oak athe tine. w uasiltr FAIRBANK & &90.. - - SHICAGO, 











Vacuum Ol] Company, Rochester N. ¥. 
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The International Lessons 
(Pocket Edition) 


Every Sunday-school teacher should have a 
copy of the pocket edition of the International 
Sunday-school lessons. It is a little book (2% x4 
inches) containing all the lessons for 1894, with 
both the Common and the Revised Version given 
in full on opposite pages, and 52 blank pages for 
notes. The booklet is printed on thin, tough 
paper, and can be cenveniently carried in the vest 
pocket. Just the thing for those who wish to look 
over the lesson at odd minutes. Choice enough 
for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. 

Single copy, neatly bound in cloth, with side 
stamp in color and gold, by mail, 25 cents; five or 
more copies, 20centseach. Bound in fine leather, 
50 cents; five or more copies, 40 ¢ents each. 

For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the 
publishers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 









“LITTLE RED RIDING 
HOOD," 





“BAA-LAMB.” 


THIS TRADE MARK, 





* BUNNY.” 














“TABBY AND HER 
KITTENS. 





“JOCKO.” 





** DOLLIE.’*~ 
A PATENT JOINTED DOLL. 





In addition to the 
.Taspy Cat AnD KITTENs, 
which we are still making, 
we are bringing out some- 
American Graphite “ pow-wow" aNnp thing new for the little = 
ee ee LITTLE BOW-WOwW. ones this year, These TATTERS.” 


ait not familiar with them, mention The Sunda illustrations will show you what they are; so perfectlyymade 














A Welcome Guest to Pastors and Families. 





oat ee — 








double th ° “ 

JOS. DIXON CRUCIBLE CO., that you would think they were alive. They are printed on 
JERSEY CITY, N. J. cloth, life size, in colors, with directions for cutting out, sewin 

CHEAP PRINTING. together and stuffing with cotton, using a piece of pastebotisl 






cine to make them flat at the bottom. Any child that can sew can j 








Ae ae Shuai 4 
| ube tg re eee a ves Press akertndaaver ai ae do it. For sale by your dry goods dealer. If he does not - 
trated. ‘iaguieeacearyari ph eine ue | printed t7bg paper eta to ta when ’ | have them show -him this advertisement and ask him to get 
yoatly wonth vol, tally indexak, i eeed ie ite | "lebnag ——e you some. Do NOTSEND TO US AS WE HAVE NONE AT RETAIL, . - 
seouean Weems, noob Uhoneaen be-Chytess. ez MEDAL anv DIPLOSIA Arnold Print Works. North Adams. Massachusetts. iA 
Historical and Patriotic Addresses, 4 AWARDED _ 
on he Guthrie's Select Works, 8 vols., so | Bushnell’s Perfect Letter Copying Books Will Not 
jad pe thw be sent one year free, also a ~ gay ¢ | Cotpeatenn _Sapediten. No press re- Cut q 
apeate make good dng agevey. Pastors, Sample free. . 











E. B. TREAT, Publisher, New York. 


Seo Name *‘ 


Through. 
Ne i PON ol ll twBEST DRESS STAY 0 to: wai 











‘Eraser Mf's Gon X 1138, making #0 pers 














Made with Gutta Perches on both sides of steel and warranted waterproof. All other stays are 
o’ NEILLS, made differently and will rust. Beware of Imitations. Take none but the ‘‘Ever Ready.’’ 
wY WIFE @*R"si yay Pe 02 | oth Aven 20th to Rist Street, New York. 
oo, AY im: and dealers in Dry Goods, Millinery, 
oon eee samplesand prices. | = anufactured by the YPSILANTI DRESS STAY MFC. CO., Ypsilanti, Mioh. 


hereon 3 x NICKERBOCKER ee Brace FOR GALE BY ALL JOBBERS AND RETAILERS, 


ig Ga Wand ng 1 | ek ek ee aes, ss, | PEA apore, | MPM DMEROWH & MATA, te lanka: Biro, San France 
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“MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUM 
SHINES,” 


Ciean your house betimes, and do it with 


SAPOLIO. 


If you would use Sapolio every week in the year 
the dirt in a house would be kept down and when 
house-cleaning time came it would be a pleasant 
‘askinstead of the dreadful timeit usuallyis. Noss, 














FERRIS BROS., si 


For Sale by ALL Gavina RETAILERS. 











DOMESTIC ECONOMY 


A book for the times, by Dr. M 

“The most helpful book of this ante, ee oe Brimtel 

of useful information ". * Needed by ev one,” 

ba ey! y Gormins 0 edly sqoae ~ bY aot. 
gents wan 


Boo wihie ow Street, v.78 4 Pa. 


BRICK BOX. 


A BRICK foe ALA CHIMNEY 
a ti ay 
\ A BOX OF SWEETS FOR THE 
| SWEET. 


Make a chimney of the bricks, or have the cantata, 

piles af wenen, $58 pos 100 bo express, mot pooped. 
x n y express, n 

Bend 10 cents ts for poten H of box and cantata’ 3 any 

other styies of boxes. Send for list. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM Cco., 
122 Nassau Street, New York. 






































GLORY IN THE HIGHEST. 
CHRISTMAS JOY. 


The above are our newest Christmas § 
y » containing Music, Recitations, 5 
Responsive Readings, ete—each a Gem. | 
A Price, 5 cts each, 50 cts per dos., mailed. 5 
| SAMPLES OF ANY THREE SENT FOR omy % 


isc Hood, Pnis ras F 





NTA a CLAUS’ XMAS WINDMILL 


Sunday School Su 
tees send roc. oi ir i 


A tew & novel Xmas Exiertalameat, 


book showing it, also 


we 











THE SUBURBAN Percsery 


_§ 





“ Now get a fancy waiter, and a nut-meg grater, 
And for Susie buy a jumping rope ; 
Bring a coffee boiler, some muffin-pans and broiler, 
oF And don’t Come back without some Ivory Soap.” 


Said William with decision, though partly in derision, 
“T'll endeavor with this pack-horse act to cope, 
One item less I'll carry, and no longer tarry, 
I'll go and. buy a box of Ivory Soap.” 


Desiring to give the admirers of Ivory Soap an opportunity to contribute to its literature, 
the manufacturers offered prizes for the twelve best verses suitable for use as advertisements, 
27,388 contributions were received. To the following was awarded the 


THIRD PRIZE. 


William Henry Kellow was a very clever fellow, 
Who hired a house on the suburban plan, 

And mornings when he started, and city-ward departed, 
The household needs in this wise often ran: 


Now he rides serenely, enjoys life’s pleasures keenly, 
No longer undertakes to fret and mope, 

The list’s abbreviated, no more he is berated 
For forgetting to bring back some Ivory Soap. 


EMMA M. WOOD, Harrodsberg, Ky. 


Cevelands Batig 


is made of pure ingredients, 
that is why it is wholesome. 


Qevelands Batty 


is scientifically compounded, 
that is why it is strong. 


Cevelands peas 


does more work and does 
it better than any other. 


Reasons enough why you 
should bty 


Cevoiands Beg 


A quarter-pound can mailed on re- 
ceipt of 15 centsin stamps. Cleveland 
Baking Powder Co., New York. 





— 





. for 
cantatas ote intended for n, but in the fine work en' 
be Root & W will 











Will be quick to appreciate such a book as 
«“ The Divine Order of Human Society,” 
By Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 
The author discusses with rare insight and 
power the questions of the Family, ~ 
a * Nation, the School, and the Church, 
Thinking the light of Scripture and of cae Na 


thought. The words of a keen Christian 
M scholar on these themes of universal in- 
an terest, are sure to be helpful and suggestive. 


Cloth, gilt top. 274 pages(5% X7% inches). Price, $1.00. 


‘JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 











CANTATAS 
, SAE: 1893 
Vi 


THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST.—A new 
Christmas 


variety of CBTONB oan cccnennse 4 cents by mail 
Mogitestene, | Christmas Time No. 4.— 
. i 4cents by mail 





‘A good line of Octavo Anthems for Choirs. 
Coma | Bend for CATALOGUE of CHRISTMAS CANTATAS, ete. 





dialogue, songs and barb 





LEONARD PUB. CO., ALBANY, t.e) 215 


THE BICLOW & 6 bgt co., 
Wabash Ave., Chicago. E. Sth St., New York. 





GREAT REDUCTION. 








> 





1) FaeicTMAS 


ONRISTMAS ym ge for 
responsive Stns. , Contain new 


oe 5 cents per 
heey Pak THE 3 Hit Masamune, by FF. Campigtio, fine 
Song and Readin, 
School, ~ wp Sy FA KO 1. 
OTHER CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
of the same nature are :—*The Gift of God," “Gold Frankin- 
cense and M Christmas Joy Bells,” “Noel,” “*Good 


ee tp Mea. ae bs ae "The Christ of Bethle- 
m, ice of eac’ cents i, te Wa he mail. 
SANTA OLA 8 ikis SSION oss, with addi- 
tional songs by 5 This 4 A i bend new cantata 
os is sure roy please the ch children of the Sunday-School. =e is 
1 of bright and pleasing music and is not at all difficul 
aan Price 30 cents per single copy by mail. 


OTHER CHRISTMAS GANTATAS 


are’ ~ Jolly | Coatetepes, ¢ Christmas Eve,” “A Christ- 

mas V iston; a hy fy Claus,” “Santa aus & La... 
Santa Claus,” “Catching iri Kringle,” 
Mistake,” the Ww Christm Price’ of es h 30 


cents per s' le re eit “Under the Palms” and “The 


~ 
find some- 


Bethighem eathertey. pogo 
wat: en, Ts, cents by mail. 

A kage B. r. Mes. N. Richey. and 
R. Murray. is a new and plea: bar veers which 
is neither a cantata or exercise but has the characteristics of 
jd It a levers eahertelenns and will no doubt meet with much 


cénts ae single copy. 
ve OHRIST MAS VERIE. by wW. L. Mason is an- 
entertainment i 4 has met with much success and ap- 
proval. Price ro Snrons sin +4 ay. 

THE WONDE BY, by pears B. Brooks and 
G, F. Root gives the sclatiaal pat the life of our Lord 
while on earth, in beautiful verses, Scripture seedings and ex- 
Pressive music. Price 20 cents pe 

The December number of the Sr MUSICAL ¥: Visiror” 
will contain anthems for Christmas and will be a very 
number in that direction. Price 15 cents per copy by mail. 

Catal of Chri Music furnished free on application, 





THE JOHN CHURCH CO., 
CINCINNATI— NEW YORK — CHICAGO, 


FOR THE po fate eb Y CHRISTMAS 


ENTERTAINMENT ! 
CHIMNEY BRICK 
CANDY BOXES! 


THE VERY LATESTt 











mya gran at fe 


ze sent on application. 
SPECIAL NOTICE,—Withb all orders we 
send FREE two beautiful dialogues a recitation, 
and “ A Little Sermon on Bricks,”’ all written ex- 
omy ! fo hen performed with 






s olone, 10 10 ots. “Samples o a Bricks FREE. 


SKIDMORE ‘| CO., ‘inventors and M’f "rs, 
OHN ST., NEW YORK CITY 


NEW XMAS MUSIC. 


“CHILD OF PROMISE.” 
Service. 5 cents each ; $4.00 per 100. 
“How gt Brownies Fooled Santa Claus.” 








Service. 5 cents each ; §2.50 per 100 
“HAPPY CHRISTMAS BELIA.” 
Service. 5 cents each ; $2.50 
“LIFT UP T = VoIcE.” 
Anthem. 10 cents each; $1.00 per dozen. Send 2% cents 
and receive a specimen of each Ey of the above. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 





122 Naseac Street, New York. 





The Sunday School Times intends to adunit only advertisements that are trustworthy. = -—~ 


Should. however. an adv: 
any money that they lose 





[December 9, 1893. 





















